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The Work of the Holy Spirit in                               New Testament Times
Study 3 – The Active Role of Heaven

Promises of Jesus
· “I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.

· This is a sweeping promise by Jesus to his apostles (v.16 = “the eleven”).  It hardly suggests a one-time fulfillment on the Day of Pentecost.
· In his glory, Jesus would actively work with his apostles throughout the rest of New Testament times.  
· The immediate objective of the Lord’s promise was to advance the cause of the Great Commission: “make disciples of all nations ... baptizing them ... teaching them.”

· The empowerment that Jesus gave on the Day of Pentecost began to fulfill the promise.

· Preaching the gospel of salvation was the first priority of Holy Spirit activity in New Testament times.

· Edifying the body of believers quickly became the second important priority. 

· Giving eternal life in the power of the Holy Spirit is still to come, however.  The work of the Holy Spirit in New Testament times was a developmental work; it was not a work of completion. 

· “The Lord working with them”

Mark 16:15 And He said to them (the eleven – v.14), “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.”

Mark 16:20 And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the accompanying signs.  Amen.

· Mark’s account of the Great Commission.

· Hardly the work of one day!

· The Lord worked with his apostles in an ongoing manner until his purposes were accomplished through them.

· The historical record seems deliberately qualified: “the Lord working with them.”  The age of eternal life for all believers has not yet come.

· Promise made:  “the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour” ... “I will give you a mouth and wisdom”
Luke 12:11 “Now when they bring you to the synagogues and magistrates and authorities, do not worry about how or what you should answer, or what you should say. 12 For the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say.”

Luke 21:12 “... You will be brought before kings and rulers for My name’s sake. 13 But it will turn out for you as an occasion for testimony. 14 Therefore settle it in your hearts not to meditate beforehand on what you will answer; 15 for I will give you a mouth and wisdom which all your adversaries will not be able to contradict or resist.”

· “The Holy Spirit will teach you ... what you ought to say” = “I will give you a mouth and wisdom.”  
· The ad hoc work of the Holy Spirit was, in fact, the ongoing work of the glorified Jesus.  

· The Holy Spirit is personified; the person is the glorified Jesus!

· The empowering of the apostles for the purpose of bearing witness was carried out by Jesus when, where, and as he saw fit to do it.  
· His apostles, in turn, had to depend day by day by day on the faithfulness of Jesus to his promise.

· Promise kept:  Peter and John on trial after the lame man was healed
Acts 4:5 And it came to pass, on the next day, that their rulers, elders, and scribes,    6 as well as Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and as many as were of the family of the high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem. 7 And when they had set them (Peter, John) in the midst, they asked, “By what power or by what name have you done this?”

· “Brought before kings and rulers for My name’s sake”
Acts 4:8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, ...

· “In that very hour”
Acts 4:8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders of Israel: ... 10 let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole. ... 12 Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

· “A mouth and wisdom”

Acts 4:13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus. 14 And seeing the man who had been healed standing with them, they could say nothing against it. ... 16 saying, “What shall we do to these men? For, indeed, that a notable miracle has been done through them is evident to all who dwell in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it.”

· “Your adversaries will not be able to contradict or resist”

· Acts 4:8-16 is both a fulfillment of the promise of Jesus – Luke 12:11-12 and Luke 21:12-15 – and the language of Holy Spirit baptism.

· Note, too, that this event occurred some time after the Day of Pentecost.  Pentecost did not provide a “once-for-all” baptism of the Holy Spirit.

· That baptism is still future!

· Jesus filled his men with Holy Spirit – he inspired them! – to bear witness as occasion required.  
· The work of the apostles was the ongoing work of the glorified Lord Jesus Christ ... by the power of the Holy Spirit.

· Promise kept:  Paul before Sergius Paulus; Elymas
Acts 13:4 So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they (Barnabas and Saul) went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus. ... 

· The active role of heaven!

Acts 13:6 Now when they had gone through the island to Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew whose name was Bar–Jesus, 7 who was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man. This man called for Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word of God.

Acts 13:8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so his name is translated) withstood them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith. 

· The adversary

Acts 13:9 Then Saul, who also is called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him and said, ...
· “In that very hour”

· Paul’s experience invites comparison with Peter’s.

Acts 13:9 saulov de  BUT SAUL  plhsyeiv <4130> (5685) pneumatov  agiou

“filled” = aorist, passive, participle
Acts 4:8 tote petrov  PETER   plhsyeiv <4130> (5685)  pneumatov  agiou
“filled” = aorist, passive, participle
· The Greek is exactly the same, and the language is that of Holy Spirit baptism – ad hoc inspirations in New Testament times!

Acts 13:11 “And now, indeed, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you shall be blind, not seeing the sun for a time.” And immediately a dark mist fell on him, and he went around seeking someone to lead him by the hand.

· Prophecy and the immediate fulfillment of prophecy:

· Under inspiration Paul prophesied the judgment of Elymas. 

· Jesus carried out the judgment!

· Paul was given a mouth and wisdom.  His adversary was not able to contradict or resist.

· “A dark mist fell on him (Elymas)” uses Holy Spirit baptism language, except that this intervention of heaven came in the form of a miraculous judgment rather than a gift that promised life.

Acts 13:12 Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what had been done, being astonished at the teaching of the Lord.

· “I will give you a mouth and wisdom.” 
· Sergius Paulus was an intelligent man.  He recognized this truth!

· Promise made:  “If you ask anything in My name, I will do it”

John 14:13 And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.”

John 16:23 “... Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give <1325> you. 24 Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.”

· Promise kept: Still at Jerusalem, after the trial of Peter and John
Acts 4:29 “Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant <1325> to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word, 30 by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.” 

· “Whatever you ask in my name”

· Preaching in the name of Jesus in Jerusalem was dangerous work.  The apostles needed boldness. They asked for boldness.  They were given boldness.

· This prayer “in the name of Jesus” was not so much a formula of words as it was a request for help as the apostles preached salvation in the name of the glorified Savior.

· Promise kept indeed!
Acts 4:31 And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.

· Holy Spirit baptism language.

· Boldness came with the inspirations – Holy Spirit baptisms – strengthening them to continue preaching in Jerusalem.
· The results were nothing less than a replication of Pentecost!
· The theophany  (Cp. Acts 2:2-3 with Acts 4:31a)
Acts 2:2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them.

· Wind and fire

Acts 4:31a And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; ...

· Earthquake
· The inspirations  (Cp. Acts 2:4a with Acts 4:31b)
Acts 2:4a And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit

Acts 2:4a  kai  AND  eplhsyhsan  <4130> (5681) THEY WERE FILLED  apantev  ALL  pneumatov  WITH [THE] SPIRIT   agiou  HOLY
Acts 4:31b and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit

Acts 4:31b  kai  AND  eplhsyhsan  <4130> (5681) THEY WERE FILLED  apantev  ALL  pneumatov  WITH [THE] SPIRIT   agiou  HOLY
· The outcome!  (Cp. Acts 2:4b with Acts 4:31c) 
Acts 2:4b ... and (they) began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

Acts 4:31c ... and they spoke the word of God with boldness.

· Promise kept:  as the Book of Acts continues
· The apostles’ prayer continued to be answered.

· God continued to stretch out His hand, granting “signs and wonders” to be done in the name of the glorified Savior.

Acts 5:12 And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among the people. And they were all with one accord in Solomon’s Porch. 13 Yet none of the rest (of the Jerusalem ecclesia?) dared join them, but the people esteemed them highly. 14 And believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, ... 

· “None of the rest (of the Jerusalem ecclesia) dared join them (the apostles in the temple precincts)” 

· Preaching was dangerous work!  It was the work of the apostles who asked for and received heaven’s special gift of boldness.

· “Believers were increasingly added”

· Pentecost again!  See Acts 2:41.

· The apostles seem to have had continuous access to God and His Holy Spirit power, rather than continuous possession of miraculous power.  Their work was a work of ongoing partnership with God, in which their will and the will of God became fully aligned.

· “They were all with one accord” with God!

· God was exceedingly active and evident in fulfilling His role in the partnership!

Acts 5:15 so that they brought the sick out into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, that at least the shadow of Peter passing by might fall on some of them. 16 Also a multitude gathered from the surrounding cities to Jerusalem, bringing sick people and those who were tormented by unclean spirits, and they were all healed.

· “By stretching out Your hand to heal.”
· “Whatever you ask in My name.”
Acts  5:40 And ... and when they (high priest, council, et al.) had called for the apostles and beaten them, they commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 So they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name.

· Comparing Acts with John 14-16, it is evident that prayer “in the name of Jesus” was petition related to serving God in the name of Jesus more than it was a formula of words.

Acts 5:41 So they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name.

· “That your joy may be full!”

Acts 5:42 And daily in the temple, and in every house, they (the apostles) did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.

· Boldness indeed!

· Promise made:  “He will teach you ... bring to your remembrance”

John 14:26 “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.”

· Promise kept:  in the house of Cornelius 
Acts 11:15 “And as I (Peter) began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them (Cornelius; the Gentiles), as upon us at the beginning. 16 Then I remembered the word of the Lord, how He said, ‘John indeed baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If therefore God gave them the same gift as He gave us when we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could withstand God?”

· At that moment!
· A double Holy Spirit gifting took place in the house of Cornelius:
· God revealed His purification of the Gentiles with an empowering Holy Spirit baptism.

· At the same time God caused Peter to remember the words of Jesus that had confirmed the inseparable nature of water baptism and Holy Spirit baptism – Acts 1:5.

· Peter immediately called for water and commanded the Gentiles to declare their obedience to the faith by being baptized.


Testimony of the apostles
· How did the apostles of Jesus understand their partnership with God in Christ? 
· How did they perceive the great work in which they were intimately involved?

· Peter: the Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:33 Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He (Jesus) poured out this which you now see and hear.

· It came from Jesus!
· “Poured out” ... for the first and last time?
· A once-for-all empowerment of the apostles?  
· This does not seem to be how Peter perceived it.
· Peter:  the healing of the lame man

Acts 3:12 ... “Men of Israel, why do you marvel at this? Or why look so intently at us, as though by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? 

Acts 4:10 “... by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole.”

Cp. Acts 4:29 “Now, Lord ... grant to Your servants ... 30 by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.”

· Complete dependency on God.

· Ongoing dependency on God.

· Miracle after miracle after miracle was an ad hoc empowerment provided by heaven and carried out through the recognized friends of Jesus on earth.  
· The miracles testified to the God-given power of Jesus to save needy men!

· Peter:  the healing of Aeneas

Acts 9:34 And Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus the Christ heals you. Arise and make your bed.” Then he arose immediately. 35 So all who dwelt at Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord.

· Peter’s testimony was also inspired prophecy.  He was made to know and predict (by a “Holy Spirit filling”!) that the healing of Aeneas would be immediately done by Jesus the Christ.

· Immediate healing confirmed the truth of Peter’s words, particularly the truth that Jesus is the Christ. 

· In these respects, the case of Aeneas (salvation) is comparable in the Book of Acts with the case of Elymas (judgment).  The structure of the accounts is similar, and both mighty acts were carried out by God through the glorified Lord Jesus Christ for the conversion of men.

· The apostles – Peter and Paul respectively – were recognized as Christ’s earth-bound partners in the ongoing work of heaven.
· Paul:  the blinding of Elymas
Acts 13:9 ... “O full of all deceit and all fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease perverting the straight ways of the Lord? 11 And now, indeed, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you shall be blind, not seeing the sun for a time.” 

Acts 13:11 ... And immediately a dark mist fell on him, and he went around seeking someone to lead him by the hand.

· Peter and Paul both attributed the miracles that were done to the impending intervention of heaven.

· Paul:  the Letter to the Romans
Romans 15:17 Therefore I have reason to glory in Christ Jesus in the things which pertain to God. 18 For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ has not accomplished through me, in word and deed, to make the Gentiles obedient––19 in mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God, so that from Jerusalem and round about to Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.

· Comprehensive!

· Paul:  the Second Letter to the Corinthians
2 Corinthians 6:1 We then, as workers together with Him also plead with you not to receive the grace of God in vain.

· “They were all with one accord”

· Paul:  the Letter to the Galatians
Galatians 2:8 ... He who worked effectively in Peter for the apostleship to the circumcised also worked effectively in me toward the Gentiles ...

· Comprehensive!

· Other testimony:  Luke’s record in the Book of Acts
Acts 14:3 Therefore they (Paul, Barnabas) stayed there a long time, speaking boldly in the Lord, who was bearing witness to the word of His grace, granting <1325> signs and wonders to be done by their hands.

· Response to prayer.

· “Whatever you ask in My name.”
Acts 16:6 Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of Galatia, they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia. 

Acts 16:7 After they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit did not permit them. 

Acts 19:11 Now God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs or aprons were brought from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits went out of them.

· Other testimony:  the Letter to the Hebrews
Hebrews 2:3 (How) shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him, 4 God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will?

· Comprehensive!

Questions the Bible will answer for us:





1.	How did the glorified Jesus continue to work throughout New Testament times, from his ascension to God onward?





2.	How did the apostles view their role in the work of the ascended Lord Jesus Christ?








The Active Role of Heaven


Summary





Every day in the life of an apostle was an adventure in faith.  Peter, Paul, and the rest ventured forth prayerfully to serve in the name of Jesus, relying on the fact that God would grant the power, when needed, to advance the cause of the Great Commission.





The entire New Testament period can by characterized as an ongoing, dynamic partnership between God and Christ in heaven and the friends of Jesus on earth for the purpose of offering the gospel of salvation to a perishing world.





Pentecost was simply “Day One” of the process – the day on which the New Covenant was first offered to Israel, as an Old Covenant had been offered to their fathers at Mt. Sinai on the first Pentecost of their history.





The Active Role of Heaven


Summary





Repeated Holy Spirit baptisms gave inspired utterances.





On-the-spot “mouth and wisdom” that no adversary could resist.





Inspired prophecy and immediate fulfillment.





Gifts of boldness and vital memory.





Directives that guided the progress of the Great Commission.





The work of the Holy Spirit in New Testament times was under the direction of the exalted Lord Jesus Christ to the glory of God the Father.





While he was still with them, Jesus promised his apostles the forms his work would take in glory.





The apostles became partners in the work.  They carried it out prayerfully in the name of Jesus.  Jesus kept his promises, again and again and again.





 The work of the Holy Spirit in New Testament times was an ongoing developmental work, not a work of completion.  The greater baptism of Holy Spirit is still to come.
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