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The Work of the Holy Spirit in                               New Testament Times
Study 2 – Inseparable Baptisms: Water and Spirit

Precedents and principles
· Holy Spirit baptism seems to burst on the scene in New Testament times.    It stands at the forefront of New Testament teaching.  

Matthew 3:11 “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 

Mark 1:8  “I indeed baptized you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

Luke 3:16  John answered, saying to all, “I indeed baptize you with water; but One mightier than I is coming, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”

John 1:33  “I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’”

Acts 1:4  And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; 5 for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

· Matthew 3; Mark 1; Luke 3; John 1, and Acts 1: a Bible subject can not get much more “forefront” than this?

· But where does the concept of Holy Spirit baptism come from?
· The phrase, “baptize with the Holy Spirit,” is unprecedented.  Where do we find anything like it in the Old Testament? 

· Yet John the Baptist preached to Jews.
· The apostles of Jesus were Jews.
· The concept of Holy Spirit baptism has to be understandable in Jewish terms.
· We are compelled to find Holy Spirit baptism written large in the Old Testament.

· Numbers 11
Numbers 11:24 So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD, and he gathered the seventy men of the elders of the people and placed them around the tabernacle. 25 Then the LORD came down in the cloud, and spoke to him, and took of the Spirit that was upon him, and placed the same upon the seventy elders; and it happened, when the Spirit rested upon them, that they prophesied, although they never did so again. 

· Observe the principle of “transfer”.

· A Spirit gift limited in scope and duration.  Seventy men spoke for God.

Numbers 11:26 But two men had remained in the camp: the name of one was Eldad, and the name of the other Medad. And the Spirit rested upon them. Now they were among those listed, but who had not gone out to the tabernacle; yet they prophesied in the camp. ... 28 So Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ assistant, one of his choice men, answered and said, “Moses my lord, forbid them!” 29 Then Moses said to him, “Are you zealous for my sake? Oh, that all the LORD’S people were prophets and that the LORD would put His Spirit upon them!” 

· The prayer of Moses will not go unanswered.  But it was not yet the time for all God’s people to be prophets.  Why?  

· Isaiah 44
Isaiah 44:1 “Yet hear now, O Jacob My servant, And Israel whom I have chosen.         2 Thus says the LORD who made you And formed you from the womb, who will help you: ‘Fear not, O Jacob My servant; And you, Jeshurun, whom I have chosen. 3 For I will pour water on him who is thirsty, And floods on the dry ground; I will pour My Spirit on your descendants, And My blessing on your offspring; ...”

· When?

Isaiah 44:23 Sing, O heavens, for the LORD has done it! Shout, you lower parts of the earth; Break forth into singing, you mountains, O forest, and every tree in it! For the LORD has redeemed Jacob, And glorified Himself in Israel.

· Isaiah 59

Isaiah 59:21 “As for Me,” says the LORD, “this is My covenant with them: My Spirit who (that) is upon you, and My words which I have put in your mouth, shall not depart from your mouth, nor from the mouth of your descendants, nor from the mouth of your descendants’ descendants,” says the LORD, “from this time and forevermore.” 

· “Oh, that all the LORD’S people were prophets!”
· When?
Isaiah 59:20 “The Redeemer will come to Zion, And to those who turn from transgression in Jacob,” Says the LORD. 

Isaiah 60:1 Arise, shine; For your light has come! And the glory of the LORD is risen upon you. 2 For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, And deep darkness the people; But the LORD will arise over you, And His glory will be seen upon you.

· Ezekiel 36
Ezekiel 36:27 I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do them. 

· When?
Ezekiel 36:24 For I will take you from among the nations, gather you out of all countries, and bring you into your own land.  ...  28 Then you shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; you shall be My people, and I will be your God.

· Joel 2
Joel 2:28 And it shall come to pass afterward That I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your old men shall dream dreams, Your young men shall see visions. 29 And also on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days. ... 

· “Oh, that all the LORD’S people were prophets!”
Joel 2:32 And it shall come to pass That whoever calls on the name of the LORD Shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be deliverance, As the LORD has said, Among the remnant whom the LORD calls. 

· When?

Joel 2:18 Then the LORD will be zealous for His land, And pity His people. ... 3:1 For behold, in those days and at that time, When I bring back the captives of Judah and Jerusalem, ...

· God’s Spirit will be poured out on all flesh when Israel is restored to God and the land.
· These great events of Old Testament prophecy go together.
· Thus the Old Testament prophets spoke eloquently of the day when the Redeemer would come to Zion, and God would restore His people Israel and pour out His Spirit on them.  They would henceforth walk in His laws, speak His words, and be His people.  He would be their God.
· The Redeemer, Israel’s restoration, and Holy Spirit baptism go together in the saving message of the Old Testament prophets.
· It is against this Old Testament background of Israel’s salvation that Luke wrote the first few chapters of the Book of Acts.  And it is in keeping with the purpose of God with Israel that the Great Commission began among the Jews of Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost and immediately afterward.

· Acts 1 against this background of Old Testament prophecy
Acts 1:3 (To his apostles) He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God. 

· Israel’s redemption!

Acts 1:4 And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; 5 for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
· Spirit poured out!
· Imagine this: you and I are Jewish apostles of Jesus.  Jesus the Messiah is alive from the dead!

· Jesus has taught us well concerning the kingdom of God.  We are well versed in the Old Testament hope of Israel: God will restore His people and put His Spirit in them.

· Jesus now tells us to remain in Jerusalem.  We will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.

· What is the obvious question on our minds?
Acts 1:6 Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?”

· Holy Spirit baptism and the restoration of the kingdom to Israel go together!

· When?
Acts 1:7 And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority.”

· Answer: “The kingdom?  The Spirit of God in all His people?  No, not yet!”  

· Stop press!
· All Holy Spirit baptisms in New Testament times must now be understood as incipient events. 

· The final, great baptism of the Holy Spirit that Messiah will administer in the name of God remains for the end-times restoration of Israel and the establishment of the kingdom of God on earth.

· These “times and seasons” the Father holds in His own power.  See Daniel 2:20-21 and 2:44.

Daniel 2:20 Daniel answered and said: “Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, For wisdom and might are His. 21 And He changes the times and the seasons; He removes kings and raises up kings; He gives wisdom to the wise And knowledge to those who have understanding.”
Daniel 2:44 “And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.”
· What has to come first, that is, before the kingdom can be restored to Israel?
· What is the fundamental Old Testament principle on which the restoration of Israel is predicated?

· The answer is again written large across the pages of the Old Testament.

· Repentance!  (This is exactly where Acts 2, 3, etc. lead us!)

· Deuteronomy 30 (Israel at the threshold of the land)
Deuteronomy 30:1 “Now it shall come to pass, when all these things come upon you, the blessing and the curse which I have set before you, and you call (restore) them to mind among all the nations where the LORD your God drives you, 2 and you return (restore) to the LORD your God and obey His voice, ... 

· Repentance

Deuteronomy 30:3 ... the LORD your God will bring you back (restore) from captivity, and have compassion on you, and gather you again (restore) from all the nations where the LORD your God has scattered you.”

· Restoration

· Restore your heart to God.  He will restore you.

· Deuteronomy 30 again

Deuteronomy 30:9 “... For the LORD will again (restore) rejoice over you for good as He rejoiced over your fathers, 10 if you obey the voice of the LORD your God, to keep His commandments and His statutes which are written in this Book of the Law, and if you turn (restore) to the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul.”

· Restoration if repentance
· God will again rejoice over you if you restore your heart to Him.

· 1 Kings 8 (Israel at the dedication of the temple in Jerusalem)
1 Kings 8:33 “When Your people Israel are defeated before an enemy because they have sinned against You, and when they turn back (restore) to You and confess Your name, and pray and make supplication to You in this temple,         34 then hear in heaven, and forgive the sin of Your people Israel, and bring them back (restore) to the land which You gave to their fathers.”

· Restoration when repentance

· When Israel turns back to God, He will bring them back to Him.

· Isaiah 44 again
Isaiah 44:22 “I have blotted out, like a thick cloud, your transgressions, And like a cloud, your sins. Return (restore) to Me, for I have redeemed you.”
· Isaiah 59 again

Isaiah 59:12 “For our transgressions are multiplied before You, And our sins testify against us; For our transgressions are with us, And as for our iniquities, we know them”

· Ezekiel 36 again
Ezekiel 36:31 “Then you will remember your evil ways and your deeds that were not good; and you will loathe yourselves in your own sight, for your iniquities and your abominations.”

· Joel 2 again
Joel 2:12 “Now, therefore,” says the LORD, “Turn (restore) to Me with all your heart, With fasting, with weeping, and with mourning. 13 So rend your heart, and not your garments; Return (restore) to the LORD your God ...”

· Repentance and the blotting out of sins are the prerequisites of Israel’s restoration and Holy Spirit baptism.

· Acts 2 and 3 against this background of Old Testament prophecy
Acts 2:36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?”

· “Rend your heart!”

Acts 2:38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ ...

Acts 3:19 “Repent therefore and be converted (turn, restore), ... 
· Repentance, restoration to God

Acts 2:38 ... for the remission of sins; ...

Acts 3:19 ... that your sins may be blotted out, 

· Forgiveness of sins.  Isaiah 44 language in Acts 3:19.
Acts 2:38 ... and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.”

Acts 3:19 ... so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, 20 and that He may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before, 21 whom heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all things, which God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began.”

· Holy Spirit baptism, restoration

· “The gift of the Holy Spirit” and “the restoration of all things” went inseparably together in Peter’s preaching to the Jews of Jerusalem.

· This is what the prophets had been saying, at least since the beginning of Israel’s history.

· The restoration of the hearts of the Jewish people began on the Day of Pentecost.  
· The restoration of the kingdom to Israel is still to come.
· The restoration of the heart was (and is!) manifested in the baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  
· The restoration of all things at the coming of Jesus Christ will bring the baptism of Holy Spirit: God’s law written in the hearts of His menservants and His maidservants!  
· The two baptisms are inseparable.  Both baptisms are fundamental elements of the salvation of the people of God.

Repentance unto life 

There can be no human salvation without repentance and the forgiveness of sins: water baptism.

There can be no human salvation without the full restoration of life – the life of God in man: Holy Spirit baptism.

The Old Testament principles of salvation – repentance and restoration – were understood and consistently applied in New Testament times.  Water baptism and Holy Spirit baptism were – and remain – inseparable in the saving purpose of God.
· John the Baptist: the two baptisms are inseparable
Matthew 3:11 “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”  

Mark 1:8 “I indeed baptized you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

Luke 3:16 John answered, saying to all, “I indeed baptize you with water; but One mightier than I is coming, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”

John 1:33 “I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’”

· John the Baptist made it clear that water baptism and Holy Spirit baptism are fully God-ordained and complementary.  

· John did not teach that Holy Spirit baptism would replace water baptism, but rather that the coming mightier one – Jesus – would administer the Holy Spirit baptism that John could not give to men.

· The apostles: the two baptisms are inseparable

· Peter at Pentecost
Acts 2:38  Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.”

· Peter and John in Samaria
Acts 8:14 ... (They) sent Peter and John to them, 15 who, when they had come down, prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit. 16 For as yet He had fallen upon none of them. They had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

· Conversion of Saul of Tarsus
Acts 9:17 ... “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that you may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he received his sight at once; and he arose and was baptized.
· Order?

· Cornelius; the Gentiles
Acts 10:44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word.  46 ... Then Peter answered, 47 “Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord.  

· Order?

· The order – water baptism, Holy Spirit baptism – was clearly not as important in New Testament times as was the principle of inseparableness.

· Put another way, one baptism can not happen without the other!

· The alternating order also underscores the fact that Holy Spirit baptisms in New Testament times were a token of salvation to come, not salvation itself.

· Insight, meaning:
Acts 11:15 “And as I (Peter) began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them, as upon us at the beginning. ... 17 If therefore God gave them the same gift as He gave us when we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could withstand God?” 

Acts 11:18 When they heard these things they became silent; and they glorified God, saying, “Then God has also granted to the Gentiles repentance to life.”

· Paul at Ephesus
Acts 19:5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied.

· Water baptism and Holy Spirit baptism were inseparable in New Testament times.  The evidence from the Gospels and Acts is unmistakably clear.

· The baptism of Jesus: the two baptisms are inseparable
· These principles of human salvation were defined for all time in the baptism of the Savior himself.
· Baptism and death
Matthew 20:22 “Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?”

Luke 12:50 “I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how distressed I am till it is accomplished!”

Romans 6:3 ... as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death ...

Colossians 2:12 buried with Him in baptism ...

· Jesus lived crucifixion!  He was committed from the outset to crucify the flesh with its passions and desires.  This is the mind of the repentant man.

· Holy Spirit and life

John 6:63 “It is the Spirit (that) gives life; the flesh profits nothing.”

2 Corinthians 13:4 For though He was crucified in weakness, yet He lives by the power of God.

Galatians 5:25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

Galatians 6:8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.

1 Peter 3:18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit.
· The man who puts the flesh to death and lives for the will of God will be made alive by the Spirit of God.

John 1:32 “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and (it) remained upon Him. 33 I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’”

· The Holy Spirit “descending and remaining” on Jesus tells us that God ordained this righteous man to eternal life.

· Two inseparable baptisms!
· Water.  Thus when Jesus submitted to John’s baptism, he did it with a full commitment to his death as a fallen man.

· Spirit.  And when God immediately anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit, He did it with a full commitment to his life as a righteous man.

· These two elements of human salvation are indispensable.  One cannot occur without the other.

· We will not be given the life of God if we do not first put to death the fallen man.
· And we will not put to death the fallen man without receiving the life of God!

Philippians 2:8 (Weymouth)And being recognized as truly human, He humbled Himself and even stooped to die; yes, to die on a cross. 
· This is the mind that Jesus revealed in water baptism.

Philippians 2:9 It is in consequence of this that God has also so highly exalted Him, and has conferred on Him the Name which is supreme above every other ...

· This is the will that God revealed in his Holy Spirit baptism. 

Please see Summary, next page

Questions the Bible will answer for us:





1.	What are the Old Testament precedents for Holy Spirit baptism?  What can we learn from them?





2.	How are water baptism and Holy Spirit baptism related?








Summary





Holy Spirit baptism is at the forefront of New Testament teaching.  It is therefore an integral part of man’s salvation.  Its significance is established in the Old Testament.





The repentance of Israel, its restoration to God and the land, and the outpouring of God’s Spirit on His people are inseparable events. 





They are all fundamental to the restoration of the kingdom to Israel by the Lord Jesus Christ.





They are all fundamental to Israel’s eternal salvation. 





Pentecost marked only a beginning of Israel’s repentance. 





It was characterized by a baptism of repentance, in the name of Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of sins.


  


It carried the promise of Holy Spirit baptism – the gift of the Holy Spirit – to those whose hearts were turned.





God has also granted repentance to life to Gentiles.  The necessity of repentant baptism and Holy Spirit baptism is the same for us.  The culmination point is also the same: the return of Israel’s Redeemer to Zion.





The Redeemer himself – the Lord Jesus Christ – is the living embodiment of the principles of human salvation.





Water baptism expressed his commitment to death as a son of Adam.





Holy Spirit baptism expressed God’s commitment to his eternal life as the Son of God.





Water baptism and Holy Spirit baptism are thus seen as inseparable essentials of man’s salvation.  





This was the clear message of John the Baptist to all who applied to him for baptism.  





This was the clear message of the apostles, being attested to by miraculous outpourings of the Spirit during New Testament times. 
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