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The Work of the Holy Spirit in                               New Testament Times
Study 4 – Miraculous Spirit Gifts
Miraculous Spirit gifts in New Testament times enabled the believers who received them to do things in the name of Christ that they could not otherwise have done. 

Thus by the empowerment of heaven men spoke with other tongues; the mysteries of God were revealed and their meanings were expounded; and men prophesied, compelling listeners to heart-searching response. 

People were healed of physical and mental afflictions, and the dead were raised to life again.  Words of divine judgment were pronounced against unrepentant sinners and punishments followed with frightening swiftness. 

In the process, faithful men preached the gospel of salvation throughout the Jewish and Gentile worlds, and believers edified fellow believers in the things that pertain to life in Christ. 

The saving purposes of God were served among men on earth, and the glorified Christ through whom the gifts were given was shown for all time to be the Savior of mankind, the minister of God’s grace to men.

“When we believed”
· Jerusalem, Samaria, Caesarea, Ephesus
Across the New Testament world heaven responded in dramatic fashion at the time of a believer’s baptism into Christ.  A Holy Spirit baptism – possibly a one-time gift of miraculous utterance – sealed the life of the new convert in the love of Christ! 

· A seal, a guarantee
Ephesians 1:13 In (Christ) you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 (which) is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.

· The baptismal gift was an earnest of eternal life, a literal foretaste of the powers of the age to come.

· A person who heard the gospel of salvation and put his trust in Christ by obedient baptism quickly learned how trustworthy Christ truly is.
Ephesians 4:30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.

2 Corinthians 1:21 Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us is God, 22 who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.

· The anointing; the sealing of the believer was a singular gifting act of God at the time of baptism into Christ.  But Paul makes a vitally important point: the lasting effect of the gift had to be on the believer’s heart.

· Holy Spirit gifts in New Testament times were intended to have a transfiguring effect on those who received them and used them and benefited from them.

· Recall

Matthew 11:21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works which were done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.”

· Miraculous Holy Spirit gifts came from God with His intent that they should have a moral impact on the lives of sinful human beings!  This, too, is eternal life!

2 Corinthians 5:4 For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life. 5 Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.

· Believers in New Testament times were openly given a down payment on eternal life when they openly put their trust in Christ.

· Confirmation of the forgiveness of sins
The baptismal gift declared that God accepted the repentance of the believer; that God forgave his sins; and that God justified him unto eternal life, whether Jew or Gentile.

· The household of Cornelius (Acts 10, 11)
Acts 10:44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word. ... 46 For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God. 

· What did it mean?
Acts 11:17 “If therefore God gave them (Gentiles) the same gift as He gave us (Jews) when we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, ... “Then God has also granted to the Gentiles repentance to life.”

· The sequence of events at the house of Cornelius is particularly instructive in this regard.

Acts 10:43 “To Him (the resurrected Jesus of Nazareth) all the prophets witness that, through His name, whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins.” 44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word.

· “Yes, Peter, Gentiles can also have their sins forgiven by faith in me – the glorified Jewish Messiah.  And these Gentiles have the faith that justifies them in the sight of God!  They will show it to you when you command them to be baptized!”

· The disciples at Ephesus (Acts 19)
Acts 19:1 ... Paul, having passed through the upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples 2 he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” So they said to him, “We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 And he said to them, “Into what then were you baptized?”  So they said, “Into John’s baptism.”

· Heaven had not confirmed the faith of these disciples when they believed or at any time since.  Paul immediately inferred that their belief was faulty and their sins remained unforgiven.

· Whenever it was that they had been baptized, these disciples had not understood the repentant nature of baptism – even John’s baptism! 

Acts 19:4 Then Paul said, “John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, ...  

· For the forgiveness of sins

... saying to the people that they should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.” 

· Neither had these disciples understood the work of the mightier one to come of whom John spoke: “He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

Acts 19:5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  ... 

· For the forgiveness of sins

... 6 And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied.

· Now heaven openly confirmed that the sins of these repentant believers were forgiven.  It was done by granting a baptismal gift: “they spoke with tongues and prophesied

· Only now did they become heirs of eternal life.

· The household of Cornelius “spoke in tongues and magnified <3170> God.”  The disciples at Ephesus “spoke in tongues and prophesied <4395>.”  Is there any hope of knowing what these baptismal gifts may have been like?

· I believe the gifts of utterance were substantive.  I believe they redounded to the praise of God’s saving grace in terms that may well have echoed His Old Testament promises. 

· And I find it more than coincidence that Luke gives us specific examples of these very gifts at the beginning of his Gospel. 

Luke 1:46 And Mary said: “My soul magnifies <3170> the Lord, 47 And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior. ... 54 He has helped His servant Israel, In remembrance of His mercy, 55 As He spoke to our fathers, To Abraham and to his seed forever.”

· Cp. Acts 10:46

Luke 1:67   Now ... Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied <4395>, saying 68 “Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited and redeemed His people, 69 And has raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of His servant David ...”

· Cp. Acts 19:6

· It is hardly necessary to point out how appropriate inspired confessions like these would be at the time of a believer’s baptism into Christ!

“For the edification of the church”
Spirit gifts became a normal part of ecclesial life and worship during New Testament times.  They served the ongoing purpose of edifying believers in the mysteries of the kingdom of God and the Godly way of life.

Spirit gifts played a direct role in the spiritual transfiguration – the mental and moral transformation – of believers, much as the Bible does for us today.

The Bible is a product of the miraculous Spirit gifts, and in many ways it is their successor.  It serves the same edifying role in our lives that Spirit gifts did for believers of New Testament times. 

· Corinth, Ephesus, Rome
1 Corinthians 14:26 How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification <3619>.

· In this respect, the memorial service in New Testament times was probably a more spontaneous and less structured worship than it is today.  

· The evolution of formal liturgy in the second century and afterward argues powerfully for the fact that impromptu Spirit gifts soon ceased to be an integral part of ecclesial worship.

· For edification
Ephesians 4:11 And He (the ascended Christ) gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying <3619> of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect <5046> man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 

Ephesians 4:14  that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 

Ephesians 4:15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head––Christ––16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying <3619> of itself in love.

· Gift-servants – apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, teachers – supported by the miraculous gifts that Christ provided, promoted the growth of faithful believers into the fullness of Christ, the perfect man.

· Given the developmental purpose of Spirit gifts, it is not surprising that Paul should plainly state on another occasion that the gifting process would cease “when that which is perfect has come.”

1 Corinthians 13:8 Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part. 10 But when that which is perfect <5046> has come, then that which is in part will be done away. 

· What is “that which is perfect”?

· It is “the perfect man” – Ephesians 4:13.
1 Corinthians 13:11 When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known. 13 And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

· The force of Paul’s metaphor of the child and the man – used in Ephesians as well – is immediately obvious.  Spirit gifts addressed the needs of spiritual childhood.  They related to the growing period of a believer’s life.

· The Scriptures occupy a similar place in our lives today.  The Scriptures are in a very real way our extant Spirit gift, supportive of our growth in Christ.  The things of childhood will become things of the past when the perfect man is revealed!

· In the meantime, the vital thing is what God’s gifts engender in the believer.
· Spirit gifts were partial, fragmentary, intermittent, and they came from outside the believer.  
· Faith, hope, and especially sacrificial love are spiritual qualities that must come to abide in the believer himself.

· The rest of the New Testament consistently supports this understanding of “that which is perfect,” starting with the teaching of Jesus:

Matthew 5:48 “Therefore you shall be perfect <5046>, just as your Father in heaven is perfect <5046>.”

· Godlike people
· The perfecting process begins in us now.  In our day and age it draws its substance from the Bible.  It will come to completion for all believers of all ages at the return of Christ when this mortal puts on immortality.  

· That a delay of many centuries would come between New Testament times and the return of Christ and that a completed Bible would edify believers in the interim are facts of history, but they are not points of Paul’s argument in           1 Corinthians 13:8-13.

· Returning to New Testament times and the edifying purpose of the gifts
1 Corinthians 12:4 There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:

1 Corinthians 14:12 Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification <3619> of the church that you seek to excel.

Ephesians 1:15 Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 16 do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers: 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 18 the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints.

· Edifying gifts at work in the ecclesia
1 Peter 4:10 As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

· Edifying gifts at work in the ecclesia

1 Colossians 1:28 (We preach Christ), warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect <5046> in Christ Jesus. 29 To this end I also labor, striving according to His working which works in me mightily.

· Edifying gifts at work in the Apostle Paul
“Let us go on to perfection”
· Corinth, Philippi, Hebrews, Pilgrims of the Dispersion
Like salvation, perfection is something that we have now, and yet it remains to be fully revealed in us at the Lord’s coming.  The New Testament speaks of perfection in both of these respects – present and future.
The perfecting process has always been dependent on the responsiveness of the believer to the work of God in him by His Spirit.  Miraculous Spirit gifts played a central role in the perfecting of believers in New Testament times.  

· First Corinthians
1 Corinthians 2:6 However, we speak wisdom among those who are mature <5046>, yet not the wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing.

· Perfection now
· In Paul’s mind, perfection had to do with believers among whom the Spirit gifts were at work.

1 Corinthians 2:7 But we speak (gift of utterance) the wisdom of God in a mystery (gift of wisdom), the hidden wisdom which God ordained before the ages for our glory ... 

1 Corinthians 2:10 ... God has revealed them (the things that pertain to our glory) to us through His Spirit (Spirit gifts of revelation). For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.

1 Corinthians 2:13 These things we also speak (utterance), not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which (wisdom) the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14 But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God ...

· We are mature – perfect now – if we are responsive to the wisdom of God that is revealed to us by the Spirit of God.

· The things that God reveals to us pertain to our glory – perfection still to come.

· Philippians
Philippians 3:8 ... I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord ... 10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, 11 if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. 

Philippians 3:12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected <5048>; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 

· Perfection to come  

· In the resurrection
Philippians 3:13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 3:15 Therefore let us, as many as are mature <5046>, have this mind; and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you (Spirit gift of revelation). 

· Breathtaking!
· Within the context of each believer’s life, God would reveal the very things needed to cultivate a spiritually mature mind, the mind that has life’s priorities right.  See Philippians 3:8 above.

· Miraculous Spirit gifts were given in New Testament times to cultivate this maturing process.  
· The extant Spirit gift we all possess and have prayerful access to today can cultivate the same outcomes in us.

· Maturity now
· Perfection to come

· Hebrews

Hebrews 6:1 Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection <5047>, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God ... 3 And this we will do if God permits.

· First Peter
1 Peter 1:13  Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully <5049> upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ ...
· Maturity now

· Perfection to come


Questions the Bible will answer for us:





1.	What purposes did Holy Spirit gifts serve in New Testament times?





2.	How are the same purposes served in Christ’s ecclesia today?











Miraculous Spirit Gifts


Summary





The baptismal gift was probably a one-time empowerment.  It was a Holy Spirit baptism that held promise of salvation to come.





Miraculous Spirit gifts – tongues, prophecies, revelations, etc. – were also sought and received on an ongoing basis in the ecclesias of New Testament times.  A likely context in which this occurred was the Memorial Service. 





The proper use of these gifts was for the continued edification of the brethren in the knowledge of the Truth and the way of life that all faithful men and women must live before God.





The completed Scriptures have in large measure succeeded the miraculous Spirit gifts of New Testament times in terms of providing the preaching and edifying powers that are needed by believers. 





It is the Scriptures that now assure us of heaven’s acceptance of our faith, the forgiveness of our sins in baptism, and the blessings of eternal life to come.





That miraculous Spirit gifts would cease before the return of Christ and that the Old and New Testaments would largely fill their roles in the interim are facts of history.





That God continues to work in our lives through the power of His Holy Spirit is undeniable, but until Christ comes again we do not receive and exercise – or need! – miraculous gifts in the same way that believers did in New Testament times.





We still press toward the mark of the perfect man in Christ, however, and in the process we need the edification that only God gives.  It is right to ask Him for this and to expect that He will grant it to us through the gift of His word. 











Miraculous Spirit Gifts


Summary





Apostles, prophets, and evangelists received miraculous Spirit gifts – e.g., gifts of utterance – that empowered them to carry out the Great Commission.  These gifts were provided by Jesus when, where, and as they were needed.  They were given in answer to the prayers of those who served in the name of Christ.





In New Testament times, a miraculous Spirit gift was given to new believers when they were baptized into Christ.  This served to:





Confirm heaven’s acceptance of their faith, whether Jews or Gentiles;





Confirm the forgiveness of their sins;





Provide an earnest of eternal life, a foretaste of the powers of the age to come;





Confirm the saving power of the glorified Christ under the hand of God.
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