Robert Roberts, in response to question “Is Jesus an object of worship?”

“The blind man at the temple, cured by Christ, ‘worshiped him’ (John 9:38) and Jesus did not say as Peter said to Cornelius, when Cornelius ‘fell down at his feet and worshiped him,’ ‘Stand up; I myself also am a man.’  His disciples worshiped him (Matt 28:17, Luke 24:53).  So did the women who met him after his resurrection (Matt 27:9).  So also a ruler came and worshiped him (Matt 9.18),  A leper did the same (Matt 8:2).  They that were with him in the ship worshiped him (Matt 14:33).  The angels were commanded to worship him (Heb 1:6).  The saints in glory are represented as worshiping him, saying ‘Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and wisdom, and riches, and honor, and glory, and blessing.’  (Rev 5:12-13).   ...  


“Now though the Father is the highest object of reverence, is not Jesus an object of reverence also?  Yes, verily, for God hath given him a name above every name, that at the name of Jesus, every knee should bow and every tongue confess (Philippians 2:9-10).  To him will we sing the song of praise, and make the completest obeisance in the day of his glory  ... Jesus did not teach the disciples to make their supreme petitions to him, but to the Father through him: ‘Ye shall pray the Father in my name’ ... Yet this need not exclude such prayer and thanks (subordinately permissible to him) as are illustrated in ‘Lord Jesus, come quickly’ (Rev 22:20); ‘Lord, save me’ (Matt 14:30); ‘I thank Christ Jesus our Lord.’ (1Tim 1:12).  If Jesus were on earth, and we were to meet him, would we not do homage and make request of his favor?  Undoubtedly.  Well, he lives, and though we see him not, he sees us, and has all power: for it is given to him (Matt 28:18); and symbolized in the seven horns and seven eyes of the slain Lamb (Rev 5:6). He is able to succour those who are tempted (Heb 2:18), and shall we not make request?  But this does not conceal the fact that ‘the head of Christ is God’ (1Cor 11:3), and that ‘out of him, are all things.’ (1Cor 8:6).  There is a place for every element of truth.  The difficulty is sometimes to find it: and the misfortune often finds illustration in one man with one element of truth fighting another man who holds another element, both equally making havoc of that which properly blended is harmony itself.”
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