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““Even the most disreputable characters and flagrant Even the most disreputable characters and flagrant 
violators of God’s will are bent into the service of His violators of God’s will are bent into the service of His 
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3:1 After these things did king Ahasuerus promote 
Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and 
advanced him

when the title “the Agagite” is attached, he is 
always connected to being “the Jew’s enemy”

advanced him... 
3:10 The king took his ring from his hand, and gave it 
unto Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the 
Jews' enemy. 
8:3 ...besought him with tears to put away the mischief 
of Haman the Agagite, and his device that he had 
devised against the Jews. 
8:5 let it be written to reverse the letters devised by8:5 ...let it be written to reverse the letters devised by 
Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, which he 
wrote to destroy the Jews which are in all the king's 
provinces: 
9:24 Because Haman the son of Hammedatha, the 
Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews, had devised against 
the Jews to destroy them...

FROM ESAU - Gen 36:12  Timna was concubine to 
Eliphaz Esau's son; and she bare to Eliphaz Amalek:Eliphaz Esau s son; and she bare to Eliphaz Amalek: 
these were the sons of Adah, Esau's wife. (Grandson 
to Esau who cared nothing for God’s principles.)

1ST ANTI-SEMETIC NATION - Ex 17:8-16 God then 
promised that he would have war with Amalek from 
generation to generation, and that in process of time 
he would utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek

COWARDS - Deut 25:17-19  He smote the hindmost 
of thee, even all that were feeble behind thee, when 
thou wast faint and weary; and he feared not God... 
Thou shalt blot out the remembrance of Amalek from 
under heaven; thou shalt not forget it.. 
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UNREPENTANT - Num 24:7 Their king will be 
t th A d th i ki d ill bgreater than Agag, and their kingdom will be 

considered the best.

SINNERS - 1Sam 15:8,9  He took Agag the king of 
the Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed all the 
people with the edge of the sword. But Saul and 
the people spared Agag...

GOD HATERS - Ps 83: 2-7 They that hate thee have 
lifted up the head. They have said, Come, and let us 
cut them off from being a nation; that the name of 
Israel may be no more in remembrance. For they 
have consulted together with one consent: they are 
confederate against thee... Amalek

A quick snapshot of haman
His name means “magnificent” (Brown, Driver, Briggs), “well disposed”

vv1 1 egotisticalegotistical
vv22 a ga ta ga tvv2 2 arrogantarrogant
vv5 5 intolerantintolerant
vv6 6 murderousmurderous
vv7 7 gamblergamblergg
vv8 8 deceitfuldeceitful
vv9 9 corruptcorrupt
vv10 10 greedygreedy
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2:20  Esther had not yet showed her kindred nor her people; as Mordecai 
had charged her: for Esther did the commandment of Mordecai, like as g
when she was brought up with him. 
21  In those days, while Mordecai sat in the king's gate…
22  And the thing was known to Mordecai, who told it unto Esther the 
queen; and Esther certified the king thereof in Mordecai's name. 

Esther does not have a single mention in Chapter 3!
Est 3:2  … But Mordecai bowed not, nor did him reverence. 
3  ...said unto Mordecai, Why do you transgress the king's commandment? , y y g g
4  …they told Haman, to see whether Mordecai's matters would stand... 
5  And when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed not, nor did him reverence, 
then was Haman full of wrath. 
6  And he thought scorn to lay hands on Mordecai alone; for they had 
showed him the people of Mordecai: wherefore Haman sought to destroy 
all the Jews that were throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus, even 
the people of Mordecai. 

4:1  When Mordecai perceived all that was done, Mordecai rent his 
clothes, and put on sackcloth with ashes, and went out into the 
midst of the city, and cried with a loud and a bitter cry;
7  And Mordecai told him of all that had happened unto him, 
9  And Hatach came and told Esther the words of Mordecai. 
10  Again Esther spake unto Hatach, and gave him commandment 
unto Mordecai; 
12  And they told to Mordecai Esther's words. 
13 Th M d i d d E h Thi k i h13  Then Mordecai commanded to answer Esther, Think not with 
thyself that thou shalt escape in the king's house, more than all 
the Jews. 
15  Then Esther bade them return Mordecai this answer, 
17  So Mordecai went his way, and did according to all that Esther 
had commanded him. 
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Haman Haman 
HATED HATED 

everything everything 
that wasthat was

and God and God 
hated hated 

everything everything 
aboutaboutthat was that was 

GodlyGodly……

If you stand up for your values from time to timeIf you stand up for your values from time to time

about about 
HamanHaman

If you stand up for your values, from time to time If you stand up for your values, from time to time 
you may get yourself knocked down… you may get yourself knocked down… 
But remember this; a man knocked down by an But remember this; a man knocked down by an 
opponent can get up again, a man who grovels by opponent can get up again, a man who grovels by 
compromising his position, compromising his position, stays down for good.stays down for good.

We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto 
you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in 
the evil day, and having done all, the evil day, and having done all, TO STANDTO STAND. (Eph 6:12. (Eph 6:12--13)13)
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11/ His spiritual values would have / His spiritual values would have broken broken downdown
2/ Esther’s character would not have been developed or 2/ Esther’s character would not have been developed or 

strengthenedstrengthened
3/ The exiled Jews may not have remained separate but 3/ The exiled Jews may not have remained separate but y py p

perhaps assimilated or disappearedperhaps assimilated or disappeared
4/ The story would have never been told, to encourage us 4/ The story would have never been told, to encourage us to to 

remain firm and faithful through remain firm and faithful through tough timestough times
5/ We wouldn’t have seen 5/ We wouldn’t have seen the visible evidence of God’s the visible evidence of God’s 

providence so clearly for us to trust inprovidence so clearly for us to trust in

These six things doth Yahweh hate... These six things doth Yahweh hate... A A 
d l kd l k l i t d h d th tl i t d h d th tproud lookproud look, a lying tongue, and hands that , a lying tongue, and hands that 

shed innocent blood, An heart that devises shed innocent blood, An heart that devises 
wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in 
running to mischief, A false witness that running to mischief, A false witness that 
speaks lies...  (speaks lies...  (ProvProv 66::1616--1919))
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He knew his Bible! There was an unquestionable abhorrence 
of the Amalekites because they hated God and His people

Yahweh said unto Moses, Write this for a memorial in a book, and 
rehearse it in the ears of Joshua: for I will utterly put out the 
remembrance of Amalek from under heaven. And Moses built an altar, 
and called the name of it Yahweh-nissi: For he said, Because Yahweh 
hath sworn that Yahweh will have war with Amalek from generation to 
generation. (Ex 17:14-16)

F ll th t d h thi d ll th t d i ht lFor all that do such things, and all that do unrighteously, are an 
abomination unto Yahweh thy God. Remember what Amalek did unto 
thee by the way, when ye were come forth out of Egypt; How he met 
thee by the way, and smote the hindmost of thee, even all that were 
feeble behind thee, when thou wast faint and weary; and he feared not 
God. Therefore... thou shalt blot out the remembrance of Amalek from 
under heaven; thou shalt not forget it. (Deut 25:16-19)

He He knew his Bibleknew his Bible! There was an unquestionable abhorrence ! There was an unquestionable abhorrence 
f thf th A l kitA l kit bb thth h t d G d nd Hi lh t d G d nd Hi lof the of the AmalekitesAmalekites because because they they hated God and His peoplehated God and His people

1Sam 15:11Sam 15:1--3  3  Now Now therefore hearken thou unto the voice of the words of therefore hearken thou unto the voice of the words of 
Yahweh. Yahweh. Thus Thus saithsaith Yahweh Yahweh of hosts, I remember that which of hosts, I remember that which AmalekAmalek did to did to 
Israel,Israel, how he laid wait for him in the way, when he came up from Egypt. how he laid wait for him in the way, when he came up from Egypt. 
Now go and smite Now go and smite AmalekAmalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and , and utterly destroy all that they have, and 
spare them notspare them not; but slay both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and ; but slay both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and 
sheep, camel and ass. sheep, camel and ass. 

v18 v18 Go Go and and utterly destroy the sinners the utterly destroy the sinners the AmalekitesAmalekites, and fight against , and fight against 
them until they be consumed.them until they be consumed. ...Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, ...Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of and to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of 
witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast Because thou hast 
rejected the word of rejected the word of Yahweh, Yahweh, he hath also rejected thee from being king. he hath also rejected thee from being king. 
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No weapon that is formed No weapon that is formed 
against thee shall prosperagainst thee shall prosper; and ; and 

h h ll ih h ll ievery tongue that shall rise every tongue that shall rise 
against thee in judgment thou against thee in judgment thou 
shalt condemn. This is the shalt condemn. This is the 
heritage of the servants of heritage of the servants of 
Yahweh, and their Yahweh, and their 
righteousness which is of me, righteousness which is of me, 
saithsaith Yahweh. Yahweh. Isa Isa 5454::17 17 RVRV

Thus Thus saithsaith Yahweh, Yahweh, which which givethgiveth the sun for a light by day, and the the sun for a light by day, and the 
ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, which ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, which 
dividethdivideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; the sea when the waves thereof roar; Yahweh Yahweh of hosts is of hosts is 
his name: his name: If those ordinances depart from before me, If those ordinances depart from before me, saithsaith Yahweh, Yahweh, 
then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before 
me for everme for ever. . JerJer 31:35,3631:35,36

The lot is cast into The lot is cast into 
the lap, but the lap, but its its every every 

decision is from decision is from 
Yahweh. Yahweh. YY

ProvProv 16:3316:33

Surely there is Surely there is no no 
enchantmentenchantment against against 

Jacob neither isJacob neither isJacob, neither is Jacob, neither is 
there any there any divinationdivination

against Israel.against Israel.
Num 23:23 Num 23:23 
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Rev 18:8Rev 18:8--10 10 Therefore shall her plagues come Therefore shall her plagues come in in 
one dayone day, , death, and mourning, and famine; and death, and mourning, and famine; and 
she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is 
the Lord God who the Lord God who judgethjudgeth her. And the kings of her. And the kings of 
the earth, who have committed fornication and the earth, who have committed fornication and 
li d d li i l ith h h ll b il h dli d d li i l ith h h ll b il h dlived deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lived deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and 
lament for her, when they shall see the smoke of lament for her, when they shall see the smoke of 
her burning, Standing afar off for the fear of her her burning, Standing afar off for the fear of her 
torment, saying, Alas, alas, that great city torment, saying, Alas, alas, that great city 
Babylon, that mighty city! for Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour in one hour is thy is thy 
judgment come.  judgment come.  

Act 17:31  Act 17:31  Because he has Because he has appointed a dayappointed a day, in the , in the 
which he will judge the world in righteousness by which he will judge the world in righteousness by 
that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he 
hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he 
hath raised him from the dead. hath raised him from the dead. 

Then Then on the on the 
thirteenththirteenth day of theday of thethirteenththirteenth day of the day of the 
firstfirst month, the month, the 
king's scribes were king's scribes were 
sent for, and they put sent for, and they put 
in writing Haman's in writing Haman's 

d Thd Thorders …The runners orders …The runners 
went out went out quicklyquickly by by 
the king's order… the king's order… 
Esther 3:12Esther 3:12--1313

What day did this What day did this 
gruesome public gruesome public 

notice arrive?notice arrive?
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Within Within 24 24 hours of the orders hours of the orders 
being dispatched frombeing dispatched frombeing dispatched from being dispatched from 
ShushanShushan the palace, every the palace, every 
province would have had a province would have had a 
copy of Haman’s evil orders. copy of Haman’s evil orders. 
This makes the date the This makes the date the 
1414thth day day of the first Month!of the first Month!

Haman’s death decree would have been posted Haman’s death decree would have been posted 
on every street corner in every town and on every street corner in every town and 
village just as Jewish families sat down to village just as Jewish families sat down to 

celebrate celebrate the the PASSOVERPASSOVER!!

In the traditional Passover, the In the traditional Passover, the father father of the family of the family 
would recount the story of how their God saved them would recount the story of how their God saved them 
from certain death in Egypt. It was a time of sober from certain death in Egypt. It was a time of sober 

reflection and rejoicing in God’s Salvation.reflection and rejoicing in God’s Salvation.
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Mordecai Mordecai pleads for his peoplepleads for his people

ExpressesExpresses his concern v1his concern v1 33Expresses Expresses his concern v1his concern v1--33
Explains Explains their peril v4their peril v4--99
Exhorts Exhorts the queen v10the queen v10--1414
Expedites Expedites the plan v15the plan v15--1717

Esther Esther 44::1  1  When Mordecai perceived all that was done, Mordecai When Mordecai perceived all that was done, Mordecai rentrent his his 
clothes, and put on clothes, and put on sackclothsackcloth with with ashesashes, and went out into the midst of , and went out into the midst of 
the city, and the city, and criedcried with a with a loudloud and a and a bitterbitter cry; cry; 
2 2 And came even before the king's gate: for none might enter into the And came even before the king's gate: for none might enter into the 
king's gate clothed withking's gate clothed with sackclothsackclothking s gate clothed with king s gate clothed with sackclothsackcloth. . 
3  3  And in every province, whithersoever the king's commandment and his And in every province, whithersoever the king's commandment and his 
decree came, there was decree came, there was great mourninggreat mourning among the Jews, and among the Jews, and fastingfasting, and , and 
weepingweeping, and , and wailingwailing; and many lay in ; and many lay in sackclothsackcloth and and ashesashes. . 
4  4  So Esther's maids and her chamberlains came and told it her. Then was So Esther's maids and her chamberlains came and told it her. Then was 
the the queen exceedingly grievedqueen exceedingly grieved; and she sent raiment to clothe Mordecai, ; and she sent raiment to clothe Mordecai, 
and to take away his and to take away his sackclothsackcloth from him: but he received it not. from him: but he received it not. 
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To dress in sackcloth was a sign 
of extreme grief

Gen Gen 37:34  37:34  Jacob Jacob rent his clothesrent his clothes, and put , and put sackcloth sackcloth upon his loins, and upon his loins, and 
mourned for his son many days. mourned for his son many days. 
2Kg 2Kg 19:1  19:1  When When king Hezekiah heard it, that he king Hezekiah heard it, that he rent his clothesrent his clothes, and , and gg g ,g , ,,
covered himself with covered himself with sackclothsackcloth, and went into the house of the LORD. , and went into the house of the LORD. 
1Chron 1Chron 21:16  21:16  Then Then David and the elders of Israel, who were David and the elders of Israel, who were clothed in clothed in 
sackclothsackcloth, fell upon their faces. , fell upon their faces. 
Job Job 16:15  16:15  I have I have sewed sackcloth sewed sackcloth upon my skinupon my skin
Dan Dan 9:3  9:3  I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and 
supplications, with supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashesfasting, and sackcloth, and ashes

“Bear ye one another’s burdens...”“Bear ye one another’s burdens...”

v5 v5 Called Called HatachHatach (Truth)(Truth)
v6 v6 HatachHatach meets Mordecai to discuss meets Mordecai to discuss 
v7 Mordecai explains everything and give precise detailsv7 Mordecai explains everything and give precise details
v8 v8 He attaches He attaches a written copya written copy
v9 v9 HatachHatach returns to Esther with the messagereturns to Esther with the message
v10 Esther resists Mordecai’s suggestionv10 Esther resists Mordecai’s suggestion
12 R l d M d i12 R l d M d iv12 Relayed to Mordecaiv12 Relayed to Mordecai

v13 A message v13 A message of encouragement sent from  of encouragement sent from  MordecaiMordecai
v15 A return v15 A return answer of acceptance from answer of acceptance from Esther.Esther.

There There was no personal contact between Mordecai or Esther was no personal contact between Mordecai or Esther –– this was not this was not 
about theatrics or emotional blackmail but simply the about theatrics or emotional blackmail but simply the reality of reality of 
encouraging each other to live God’s principles in life or death.encouraging each other to live God’s principles in life or death.
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“Mordecai’s Distress“Mordecai’s Distress

Mordecai understood the full repercussions Mordecai understood the full repercussions of Haman’s of Haman’s edictedict
v7 v7 The The exact sum of moneyexact sum of money
v7 The v7 The full extent of violence on his people full extent of violence on his people 
v8v8 He had anHe had an exact copy of the full edictexact copy of the full edictv8 v8 He had an He had an exact copy of the full edictexact copy of the full edict
v8 v8 He made a He made a desperate request for Esther to seek desperate request for Esther to seek the Kingthe King

He He knew this edict meant death to all Jewsknew this edict meant death to all Jews
He knew it applied to himselfHe knew it applied to himself
He knew that deliverance could only come from GodHe knew that deliverance could only come from God
He encouraged Esther to die for household of He encouraged Esther to die for household of GodGod

“Esther’s Distress“Esther’s Distress

ByBy the end of the chapter Esther is aware ofthe end of the chapter Esther is aware of the repercussionsthe repercussionsBy By the end of the chapter Esther is aware of the end of the chapter Esther is aware of the repercussions the repercussions 
of Haman’s edict, although of Haman’s edict, although she did not understand it initially. she did not understand it initially. 
She She knew the knew the Law was very clear, it meant death and therefore Law was very clear, it meant death and therefore 
it was too risky to face the king. She thought she could escape, it was too risky to face the king. She thought she could escape, 
but because of the but because of the encouragement and encouragement and conversation with conversation with 
Mordecai, Mordecai, within minutes she put her life on the line with his!within minutes she put her life on the line with his!
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RevachRevach –– “Space, interval, respite, “Space, interval, respite, room”room”
Only Only one other one other occurrenceoccurrence......

Gen 32:16  Gen 32:16  “Jacob “Jacob said unto his servants, Pass over before said unto his servants, Pass over before 
me, and put a me, and put a spacespace betwixt drove and betwixt drove and drove”drove”

Act Act 3:19 “Times of 3:19 “Times of refreshingrefreshing shall come from the shall come from the 
presence of  the Lord”presence of  the Lord”

“It is easy to 
dodge our 

“If I perish , I perish ...”
g

responsibilities, 
but we cannot 
dodge the 
consequences of 
dodging our 
responsibilities”. 
Josiah Stamp
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A A strong woman is concerned about her physical appearance...strong woman is concerned about her physical appearance...
but a woman of strength kneels in prayer to keep her soul in but a woman of strength kneels in prayer to keep her soul in shape. shape. 

A strong woman is never afraid of any situation...A strong woman is never afraid of any situation...
but a woman of strength shows courage in the midst of her fearbut a woman of strength shows courage in the midst of her fear

“If I perish , I perish ...”
but a woman of strength shows courage in the midst of her fear but a woman of strength shows courage in the midst of her fear ..

A strong woman won't let anyone ever get the best of her .... A strong woman won't let anyone ever get the best of her .... 
but a woman of strength gives the best of her to everyonebut a woman of strength gives the best of her to everyone..

A strong woman tries to avoid weakness and  mistakes...A strong woman tries to avoid weakness and  mistakes...
but a woman of strength realises life's mistakes can also be God's but a woman of strength realises life's mistakes can also be God's 
blessings and capitalises on themblessings and capitalises on them..

A strong woman walks sure footedly...A strong woman walks sure footedly...
but a woman of strength knows God will catch her when she but a woman of strength knows God will catch her when she falls. falls. 

A strong woman wears the look of confidence on her face...A strong woman wears the look of confidence on her face...
but a woman of strength wears gracebut a woman of strength wears grace..

A strong woman is sure she is strong enough for the journey of life...A strong woman is sure she is strong enough for the journey of life...
but a woman of strength has faith that it is in the journey that she but a woman of strength has faith that it is in the journey that she 
will become strongwill become strong..

GOD’S GOD’S PURPOSE DOESN’T HINGE ON USPURPOSE DOESN’T HINGE ON US
1/ There is no 1/ There is no protective bubble or guarantee that protective bubble or guarantee that we we 
will be delivered from death will be delivered from death -- v13 “Don’t think you v13 “Don’t think you 
will will escape”escape”pp

GOD’S GOD’S PURPOSE WILL PURPOSE WILL CONTINUE EVEN CONTINUE EVEN IF WE IF WE 
REFUSE ITREFUSE IT
2/ Silence doesn’t protect, stop consequences or 2/ Silence doesn’t protect, stop consequences or 
help us progress help us progress -- v14 “but you and your fathers v14 “but you and your fathers 
house shall be destroyed”house shall be destroyed”

GOD’S GOD’S PURPOSE IS PURPOSE IS SEEN SEEN ININ INDIVIDUALSINDIVIDUALS
3/ O it ti t d id t b t ft3/ O it ti t d id t b t ft3/ Our situations are not random accidents but often 3/ Our situations are not random accidents but often 
opportunities to intercede and help our bro/sis opportunities to intercede and help our bro/sis -- v14 v14 
“for such a time you “for such a time you are come are come ““

GOD’S GOD’S PURPOSE PURPOSE GOES BEYOND THIS LIFEGOES BEYOND THIS LIFE
4/ God’s 4/ God’s plan for us goes beyond our present plan for us goes beyond our present 
positions. There is something far greater He has in positions. There is something far greater He has in 
mind for us mind for us -- v16“If I perish, I perish”v16“If I perish, I perish”


