
Class 6 - Humility: Unprofitable 
Servants & Pharisee and Publican 

“We have done that which was our duty to do.” 



Pharisee & Publican 

Luke 18:9 And he spake 
this parable unto 
certain which trusted 
in themselves that they 
were righteous, and 
despised others: 



When zeal is not enough! 

Romans 10:1 ¶ Brethren, my heart's desire and 
prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be 
saved. 

 2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of 
God, but not according to knowledge. 

 3 For they being ignorant of God's 
righteousness, and going about to establish 
their own righteousness, have not submitted 
themselves unto the righteousness of God. 

 



The Pharisee’s Prayer 

“God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, 
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this 
publican.  I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of 
all that I possess.” 



The Publican’s Prayer 

“God be merciful to me a 
sinner.” 

 

Luke 18: 14 I tell you, this man 
went down to his house 
justified rather than the 
other... 

for every one that exalteth 
himself shall be abased; and 
he that humbleth himself 
shall be exalted. 

 



Luke 17:7 “But...” 

• v. 1-2 - there will be offences, but woe to the bringer! 

• v. 3-4 - Forgive your brother 7 X a day!  

• v. 5 - Increase our faith!  

• v. 6 - Have just a grain of mustard seed worth of faith 

and watch it grow!  

The connection to the subsequent parable here is: “When your 
faith has been so increased as to both avoid and forgive 
offences, thus by faith doing the impossible, don’t be puffed up 
as though you had laid the Lord under any obligations to you." 



The Unprofitable Servants Parable 

• The context is FORGIVENESS! 

• To practice it WILL BE humbling! 

• That which we have ‘done’ is to forgive our 
brother!!!! 

• After we have ‘done’ everything we are still 
undeserving of eternal life! 

• We can never feel like God owes us something 



The Big Picture 

Micah 6: 8 He hath shewed 
thee, O man, what is good; 
and what doth the LORD 
require of thee, but to do 
justly, and to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with 
thy God?  

 



“We have only done our duty.”  
David: Psalm 16: 2 “O my soul, you have said to the LORD, ‘You 

are my Lord, My goodness is nothing apart from You.’” 
(NKJV) 

 
Solomon: 1 Chronicles 29: 14 “But who am I, and what is my 

people, that we should be able to offer so willingly after 
this sort? for all things come of thee, and of thine own have 
we given thee.” 

 
Paul: Romans 11: 33-36 “O the depth of the riches both of the 

wisdom and knowledge of God!...For who hath known the 
mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? Or who 
hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto 
him again? For of him, and through him, and to him, are all 
things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen.” 
 
 



Luke 12:37 Blessed are those servants, whom 
the lord when he cometh shall find watching: 
verily I say unto you, that he shall gird himself, 
and make them to sit down to meat, and will 
come forth and serve them. 

 

Jesus (the Master) WILL ask us to sit down and 
WILL come and serve US!!  

That is the kind of Master we serve!!! 


