


•  God’s Purpose: Divine Family of Rulers
•  The Garden: God’s training ground
•  The Commands: God-governed, not flesh-

governed
•  The Serpent: God’s mirror, exposing the 

human heart
•  Sin Enters: Along with shame, guilt, and 

fear.

Where Are We?



And they heard the sound of the Lord God 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and 
Adam and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the Lord God among the trees of 
the garden. Then the Lord God called to Adam 
and said to him, Where are you? 

Gen. 3:8-9 

Where Are You?



It’s her fault =>  she gave me the fruit!

It’s your fault =>  you gave her to me!

It’s her fault =>  she gave me the fruit!

It’s your fault =>  you gave her to me!

It’s my fault =>  I did it.

The woman whom You gave to be with 
me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate. 

Gen. 3:12

True Confession 
or Blame Game?



The woman whom You gave to be with 
me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate. 

Gen. 3:12

True Confession 
or Blame Game?

The woman you gave me to care for and 
nourish as my own flesh…I failed you.

While I was with them in the world, I kept 
them in Your name. Those whom You gave 
Me I have kept. Jn. 17:12 



•  Be specific
•  Acknowledge personal failure
•  Accept full responsibility for sin

Anatomy of 
True Confession

•  “The woman gave me of the tree”
•  (I failed to keep her)
•  “and I ate.”



•  Be specific
•  Acknowledge personal failure
•  Accept full responsibility for sin

Anatomy of 
True Confession

•  “The serpent deceived me”
•  (I allowed myself to be deceived)
•  “and I did eat.”



Condemnation of Sin

Whatever crawls on its belly…
(is) an abomination    Lev.11:42

So the Lord God said to the serpent: Because 
you have done this, you are cursed more than 
all cattle, and more than every beast of the 
field; On your belly you shall go, and you shall 
eat dust all the days of your life. Gen. 3:14  

Is it with animals that God is concerned?



I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;

he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.

Gen. 3:15  

Promise of Salvation!

God demonstrates His own love toward us,
in that while we were still sinners… Rom. 5:8



Traditional View



QUESTIONS…
•  What does the Serpent represent?
•  Who does the Woman represent?
•  Why is Adam not mentioned?

…AND SOME PROBLEMS
•  Who is the mother of the Serpent’s Seed?
•  Who is the father of the Woman’s Seed?

Traditional View



7 Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is 
righteous, just as He is righteous. 
8 He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For 
this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works 
of the devil. 
9 Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and 
he cannot sin, because he has been born of God. 
10 In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: 
Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does 
not love his brother. 
For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love 
one another, 
12 not as Cain who was of the wicked one and murdered his brother. And why 
did he murder him? Because his works were evil and his brother’s righteous. 

John’s View (1 Jn. 3)
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John’s View (1 Jn. 3)

Harlot – – Wife 



Details of the Symbols



Details of the Symbols



And Adam called his wife’s name Eve, 
because she was the mother of all living 

Gen. 3:20



Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise 
partook of the same things, that through death he might render powerless 

that which has the strength of death, that is, the accuser, and deliver all 
those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.  

Heb. 2:14-15 (lit. trans) 

Therefore in all things he had to be made like his brethren
that he might be a merciful and faithful High Priest…for in that he himself 

has suffered, being tempted, he is able to help those who are tempted. 
Therefore he is…able to save to the uttermost those who come to God 

through him.  (Heb. 2:17-18, 7:25)



The Lesson of Life

To the woman He said: 
I will greatly multiply 
your sorrow and your 
conception; In sorrow 
you shall bring forth 
children.      Gen. 3:16

To Adam He said, 
Cursed is the ground 
for your sake; In toil 
you shall eat of it all  
the days of your life.

Gen. 3:17  



The Lesson of Thorns

Both thorns and thistles 
it shall bring forth for 
you, and you shall eat 
the herb of the field. 

Gen. 3:18  



The Lesson of Decay

In the sweat of your face 
you shall eat bread till 
you return to the ground, 
for out of it you were 
taken; For dust you are, 
and to dust you shall 
return.       Gen. 3:19  



Faith is Born!

And Adam called his 
wife’s name Eve, 
because she was the 
mother of all living.   

Gen. 3:20  



Forgiveness is Given!

Also for Adam and   
his wife the LORD 
God made tunics of 
skin, and clothed 
them. Gen. 3:21  

Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered.   Psa. 32:1 



New Life Begins!

Present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable 
to God, which is your spiritual worship.     Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of 
your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of 
God,  what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

Rom. 12:1-2 



DEATH 

LIFE 
He placed cherubim at the east of the 

garden of Eden, and a flaming sword 

which turned every way, to guard the 

way to the tree of life.        Gen. 3:24  




