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John 13:1-20

John 11 & 12
• John 11:40-57 – Resurrection of Lazarus; Belief of the
“fence-sitters”; Plot thickens to kill Jesus.
• John 12:1-3 – Mary’s offering of spikenard – “If we
constantly bring Christ’s sacrifice to mind, meditating
on what it means to us the thoughts generated will find
their expression in actions that will send forth a
pleasant odor.” (R.R.)
• Php 4:18 – “But I have all things, and abound: I am
filled, having received from Epaphroditus the things
that came from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a
sacrifice acceptable, well–pleasing to God.”

Joh 12:1 Then Jesus six days before the passover came to Bethany, where
Lazarus was which had been dead, whom he raised from the dead.
Joh 12:2 There they made him a supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus
was one of them that sat at the table with him.
Joh 12:3 Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and
anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house
was filled with the odour of the ointment.
Joh 12:4 Then saith one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, which
should betray him,
Joh 12:5 Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and
given to the poor?
Joh 12:6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but because he was a
thief, and had the bag, and bare what was put therein.
Joh 12:7 Then said Jesus, Let her alone: against the day of my burying hath
she kept this.
Joh 12:8 For the poor always ye have with you; but me ye have not always.

Mar 14:3 And being in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at
meat, there came a woman having an alabaster box of ointment of
spikenard very precious; and she brake the box, and poured it on his head.
Mar 14:4 And there were some that had indignation within themselves, and
said, Why was this waste of the ointment made?
Mar 14:5 For it might have been sold for more than three hundred pence,
and have been given to the poor. And they murmured against her.
Mar 14:6 And Jesus said, Let her alone; why trouble ye her? she hath
wrought a good work on me.
Mar 14:7 For ye have the poor with you always, and whensoever ye will ye
may do them good: but me ye have not always.
Mar 14:8 She hath done what she could: she is come aforehand to anoint
my body to the burying.
Mar 14:9 Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached
throughout the whole world, this also that she hath done shall be spoken
of for a memorial of her.
Mar 14:10 And Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went unto the chief
priests, to betray him unto them.

2 Co 2:14 Now thanks be unto God, which always
causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh
manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in
every place.
2 Co 2:15 For we are unto God a sweet savour of
Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that
perish:
2 Co 2:16 To the one we are the savour of death
unto death; and to the other the savour of life unto
life. And who is sufficient for these things?

Joh 12:31 Now is the judgment of this world: now
shall the prince of this world be cast out.
Joh 12:32 And I, if (when) I be lifted up from the
earth, will draw all men unto me.
Joh 12:33 This he said, signifying what death he
should die.
Joh 12:34 The people answered him, We have
heard out of the law that Christ abideth for ever:
and how sayest thou, The Son of man must be lifted
up? who is this Son of man?

Joh 12:35 Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is
the light with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest
darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness
knoweth not whither he goeth. [Judas Iscariot would soon
depart into it]
Joh 12:36 While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye
may be the children of light. These things spake Jesus, and
departed, and did hide himself from them.
• His warning to the Ephesian Christadelphians (Rev 2:5)
“Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and
repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto
thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his
place, except thou repent.”

Joh 12:37 But though he had done so many miracles
before them, yet they believed not on him:
Joh 12:38 That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be
fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our
report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been
revealed?
Joh 12:39 Therefore they could not believe, because that
Esaias said again,
Joh 12:40 He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their
heart; that they should not see with their eyes, nor
understand with their heart, and be converted, and I
should heal them.
Joh 12:41 These things said Esaias, when he saw his glory,
and spake of him.

Joh 12:42 Nevertheless among the chief rulers also
many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees
they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of
the synagogue:
43 For they loved the praise of men more than the
praise of God.
44 Jesus cried and said, He that believeth on me,
believeth not on me, but on him that sent me.
45 And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me.
46 I am come a light into the world, that whosoever
believeth on me should not abide in darkness.

John 12:47 And if any man hear my words, and
believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge
the world, but to save the world.
48 He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my
words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I
have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last
day.
49 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father
which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I
should say, and what I should speak.
50 And I know that his commandment is life
everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as
the Father said unto me, so I speak.

Joh 13:1 Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus
knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of
this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were
in the world, he loved them unto the end.

Joh. 2:4 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I
to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come.
Joh. 8:20 These words spake Jesus in the treasury,
as he taught in the temple: and no man laid hands
on him; for his hour was not yet come.
Joh. 12:23 And Jesus answered them, saying, The
hour is come, that the Son of man should be
glorified.
:27 Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say?
Father, save me from this hour: but for this cause
came I unto this hour.

Psa 26:1 A Psalm of David. Judge me, O LORD; for I have walked
in mine integrity: I have trusted also in the LORD; therefore I shall
not slide.H4571

Psa 26:2 Examine me, O LORD, and prove me; try my
reins and my heart.
Psa 26:3 For thy lovingkindness is before mine eyes: and
I have walked in thy truth.
Psa 26:4 I have not sat with vain persons, neither will I
go in with dissemblers.
Psa 26:5 I have hated the congregation of evil doers; and
will not sit with the wicked.
Psa 26:6 I will wash mine hands in innocency: so will I
compass thine altar, O LORD:

Psa 26:7 That I may publish with the voice of
thanksgiving, and tell of all thy wondrous works.
Psa 26:8 LORD, I have loved the habitation of thy
house, and the place where thine honour dwelleth.
Psa 26:9 Gather not my soul with sinners, nor my life
with bloody men:
Psa 26:10 In whose hands is mischief, and their right
hand is full of bribes.
Psa 26:11 But as for me, I will walk in mine integrity:
redeem me, and be merciful unto me.
Psa 26:12 My foot standeth in an even place: in the
congregations will I bless the LORD.

John 13 – Washing of the Disciples’
Feet

The laver represented the Word of God, shown
beyond doubt by Paul's use of it in Eph. 5:26,
"That he [Christ] might sanctify and cleanse it
[the ecclesia] by the laver of water, by the
Word."

Exo. 30:19
"For Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet
thereat" —
Aaron and his sons had been thoroughly washed at their
consecration as priests (Exo. 29:4), but because of the
proneness of flesh to go astray, additional periodic cleansing was
required (Psa. 26:6; John 13:10; Eph. 5:26-27). Having been
educated in the Word, believers are consecrated as priests in
baptism (IPet. 2:9).
But can they henceforth ignore the Word? By no means!
Constant study and meditation thereon, is necessary. There must
be a continual "increase in the knowledge of God" (Col. 1:10) if
they are to retain their virility in His service; otherwise they
would become useless in the service of Yahweh.
Accordingly, the priests of Israel were seen to frequently wash at
the laver; and our attention to the "washing of the Word“ (Eph.
5:26) must be evident to others.

Feet Washing: A Counter-measure to
Politics Among the Disciples
• Luk 22:24 And there was also a strife among them,
which of them should be accounted the greatest.
• 25 And he said unto them, The kings of the Gentiles
exercise lordship over them; and they that exercise
authority upon them are called benefactors.
• 26 But ye shall not be so: but he that is greatest
among you, let him be as the younger; and he that is
chief, as he that doth serve.
• 27 For whether is greater, he that sitteth at meat, or
he that serveth? is not he that sitteth at meat? but I
am among you as he that serveth.

Who Is The Greatest?
• Mat 18:1 At the same time came the disciples
unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven?
• 2 And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set
him in the midst of them,
• 3 And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be
converted, and become as little children, ye shall
not enter into the kingdom of heaven.
• 4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as
this little child, the same is greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.

• The only allusion to feet-washing is in the list of
private excellencies on the part of a widow,
requiring support in her old age (1 Tim. v. 10).
• 1 Ti 5:9 Let not a widow be taken into the
number under threescore years old, having been
the wife of one man,
• 1 Ti 5:10 Well reported of for good works; if she
have brought up children, if she have lodged
strangers, if she have washed the saints' feet, if
she have relieved the afflicted, if she have
diligently followed every good work.

• It is evident that Christ contemplated nothing beyond
the inculcation of humble, kindly, mutual, practical,
personal ministration of which he chose feet-washing
as the extremest form in a country where the wearing
of sandals exposed the feet to dust and irritation, and
rendered the washing of the feet a personal luxury.
• That Jesus should enforce personal humility and
lowliness on the future kings of the world is one of the
numberless beauties of the purpose of God which
concenter in him.
• What a noble race of kings and priests the saints will
be when chosen for their faith and obedience out of
every kindred and tongue and people and nation, and
invested with the glory of the spirit nature. (R.R. ‘Naz.
Rev.)

But ancient Jewish usage casts a strange light on the
painful scene with which the Supper opened. Sadly,
humiliating as it reads, and almost incredible as it seems,
the Supper began with a contention among them, which
of them should be accounted to be greatest. We can
have no doubt that its occasion was the order in which
they should occupy places at the table. We know that
this was a subject of contention among the Pharisees,
and that they claimed to be seated according to their
rank. A similar feeling now appeared alas in the circle of
the disciples and at the Last Supper of the Lord. Even if
we had not further indications of it, we should
instinctively associate such a strife with the presence of
Judas. “Edersheim” “Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah”

Luk 14:7 And he spake a parable unto those which were bidden,
when he marked how they chose out the chief seats; saying unto
them,
Luk 14:8 When thou art bidden of any man to a marriage feast, sit
not down in the chief seat; lest haply a more honourable man than
thou be bidden of him,
Luk 14:9 and he that bade thee and him shall come and say to thee,
Give this man place; and then thou shalt begin with shame to take
the lowest place.
Luk 14:10 But when thou art bidden, go and sit down in the lowest
place; that when he that hath bidden thee cometh, he may say to
thee, Friend, go up higher: then shalt thou have glory in the presence
of all that sit at meat with thee.
Luk 14:11 For every one that exalteth himself shall be humbled; and
he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.
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Just as Joseph forewarned
his brothers by telling them
not to “fall out by the way,”
so Jesus had to set a “Love
Model” for his disciples in
order for them to meet the
stressful and divisive
challenges of the world that
they were headed into
without his guidance and
powerful example of
Godliness.

Php 2:7 But made himself of no reputation, and
took upon him the form of a servant, and was
made in the likeness of men:

John reminds us that Jesus’ love wasn’t something that
just evaporated at the first sign of his disciples betraying
him, disappointing him, fleeing from him in the face of
danger from their enemies.

It was genuine love to the very end. To his last dying
breath which he used to ask His Father in heaven to
forgive them for they knew not what they were doing!

How could his enemies NOT know what they were
doing? How often do we do something that we
believe is in the ‘service of God’ but it is without the
full knowledge of its many repercussions?

Joh 13:2 And supper being ended, the devil having
now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to
betray him;
Mat 26:14 Then one of the
twelve, called Judas Iscariot,
went unto the chief priests,
Mat 26:15 And said unto
them, What will ye give me,
and I will deliver him unto
you? And they covenanted
with him for thirty pieces of
silver.
Mat 26:16 And from that
time he sought opportunity
to betray him.

Joh 6:71 He spake of Judas Iscariot the son of Simon: for he it was that should
betray him, being one of the twelve.
Joh 12:4 Then saith one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, which
should betray him,
Joh13:26 Jesus answered, He it is, to whom I shall give a sop, when I have
dipped it. And when he had dipped the sop, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son
of Simon.
Joh13:29 For some of them thought, because Judas had the bag, that Jesus had
said unto him, Buy those things that we have need of against the feast; or, that
he should give something to the poor.
Joh 18:2 And Judas also, which betrayed him, knew the place: for Jesus ofttimes
resorted thither with his disciples.
Joh 18:3 Judas then, having received a band of men and officers from the chief
priests and Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches and weapons.
Joh 18:5 They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, I am he.
And Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with them.

JUDAS ISCARIOT: THE TRAITOR
Judas Iscariot signifies Praise the man of the city, and
the Bible reveals that it was Cain who built the first
city! Judas was the only member of the band of the
Apostles who was not of Galilee.
Judas was a thief (John 12:6). He kept the bag which
represented responsibility. He was chosen as treasurer
for the Twelve because of his commercial ability; but
he prostituted his gift. His very ability became a snare,
so that what could have been a blessing was turned
into a curse.

His terrible crime and final disgrace were
predicted in Psalm 109:5-8
Psa 109:5 And they have rewarded me evil for good, and hatred for
my love.
Psa 109:6 Set thou a wicked man over him: and let Satan stand at his
right hand.
Psa 109:7 When he shall be judged, let him be condemned: and let
his prayer become sin.
Psa 109:8 Let his days be few; and let another take his office.
Psa 109:9 Let his children be fatherless, and his wife a widow.
Psa 109:10 Let his children be continually vagabonds, and beg: let
them seek their bread also out of their desolate places.
Psa 109:11 Let the extortioner catch all that he hath; and let the
strangers spoil his labour.
Psa 109:12 Let there be none to extend mercy unto him: neither let
there be any to favour his fatherless children.

The callous bargain he struck was
foretold in Zechariah 11:12-13
• Zec 11:12 And I said unto them, If ye think
good, give me my price; and if not, forbear.
So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of
silver.
• Zec 11:13 And the LORD said unto me, Cast it
unto the potter: a goodly price that I was
prised at of them. And I took the thirty pieces
of silver, and cast them to the potter in the
house of the LORD.

Mat 27:3 Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that
he was condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty
pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders,
Mat 27:4 Saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent
blood. And they said, What is that to us? see thou to that.

Mat 27:5 And he cast
down the pieces of silver in
the temple, and departed,
and went and hanged
himself.
Mat 27:6 And the chief
priests took the silver
pieces, and said, It is not
lawful for to put them into
the treasury, because it is
the price of blood.

Mat 27:7 And they took counsel,
and bought with them the
potter's field, to bury strangers
in.
Mat 27:8 Wherefore that field
was called, The field of blood,
unto this day.
Mat 27:9 Then was fulfilled that
which was spoken by Jeremy the
prophet, saying, And they took
the thirty pieces of silver, the
price of him that was valued,
whom they of the children of
Israel did value;
Mat 27:10 And gave them for
the potter's field, as the Lord
appointed me.

• Archeologists believe that area called Akeldema,
“field of blood” was turned into a cemetery for
the priests before A.D. 70.
• Jeremiah 18:1-23 . GOD, AS THE SOLE
SOVEREIGN, HAS AN ABSOLUTE RIGHT TO DEAL
WITH NATIONS ACCORDING TO THEIR CONDUCT
TOWARDS HIM; ILLUSTRATED IN A TANGIBLE
FORM BY THE POTTER'S MOULDING OF VESSELS
FROM CLAY.

AKELDAMA
A field said in Acts 1:19 to have been bought by Judas with the
"thirty pieces of silver." In Matthew 27:6,7 it is narrated that the
priests took the silver pieces which Judas had "cast down .... into
the sanctuary" and "bought with them the potter's field, to bury
strangers in. Wherefore that field was called, The field of blood,
unto this day."
Doubtless it was a supposed connection between this potter's
field and the potter's house (Jeremiah 18:2) and the Valley of
the Son of Hinnom (Jeremiah 19:2) which influenced the
selection of the present site which, like the Aramaic h-q-l-d-m-'
(Dalman), is today known as haqq-ed-dumm, "field of blood.“
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• Luk 12:5 But I will forewarn you whom ye
shall fear: Fear him, which after he hath killed
hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto
you, Fear him.
• geenna
• Of Hebrew origin ([H1516] and [H2011]);
valley of (the son of) Hinnom; gehenna (or GeHinnom), a valley of Jerusalem

Tradition, which appears to go back to the 4th century, points to a
level platform on, and some distance up, the southern slope of the
Wady er Rababi (Valley of Hinnom) just before it joins the Kidron
Valley. Upon this spot there is a very remarkable ruin (78 ft. x 57 ft.)
which for many centuries was used as a charnel house. The earth here
was reputed to have the property of quickly consuming dead bodies.
So great was its reputation that vast quantities of it are said to have
been transported in 1215 AD to the Campo Santo at Pisa.
When this building was standing entire, the bodies were lowered into
it through five openings in the roof and then left to disintegrate, so
that a few years ago there were very many feet of bones all over the
floor. These have now been removed. A little Southeast of this ruin is a
new Greek monastery erected in recent years over the remains of a
large number of cave tombs; many of the bones from "Akeldama" are
now buried here.
E. W. G. Masterman

The Campo Santo, also known as Camposanto
Monumentale ("monumental cemetery") or Camposanto
Vecchio ("old cemetery"), is a historical edifice at the
northern edge of the Cathedral Square in Pisa, Italy.
"Campo Santo" can be literally translated as "holy field",
because it is said to have been built around a shipload of
sacred soil from Golgotha, brought back to Pisa from
the Fourth Crusade by Ubaldo Lanfranchi, archbishop of
Pisa in the 12th century. A legend claims that bodies
buried in that ground will rot in just 24 hours. The burial
ground lies over the ruins of the old baptistery of the
church of Santa Reparata, the church that once stood
where the cathedral now stands.

