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Session 1: The days of Uzziah 
and Jeroboam II



A herdsman of Tekoa
• 12 miles south of 

Jerusalem, 6 miles 
south of Bethlehem 

• In the tribe of Judah 

• High in the mountains 

• Built by Rehoboam   
(2 Chronicles 11:5)  

• “Blow the trumpet in 
Tekoa” (Jeremiah 6:1)





The reign of Jeroboam II
2 Kings 14 

• Reigned for 41 years in Israel following exceptional 
instability in the northern kingdom 

• Uzziah began to reign in Judah in Jeroboam’s 27th year 

• He was a wicked king

• A time of major prosperity and affluence in Israel 

• The kingdom of Israel expanded significantly  



The territory 
of Jeroboam II

2 Kings 14:25 
He restored the coast of 
Israel from the entering of 
Hamath unto the sea of the 
plain



The reign of Uzziah
2 Chronicles 26 

• Began to reign when he was 16 years old and reigned for 
52 years in Judah

• Initially did that which was right in the eyes of the LORD 

• Started to reign in the 27th year of Jeroboam II (their reigns 
coincided for 14 years, until the death of Jeroboam II) 

• The kingdom of Judah grew - his name spread far abroad 

• A time of growth, prosperity and affluence in Judah



The territory 
of Uzziah

2 Chronicles 26:7,8 
God helped him against the 
Philistines, and against the 
Arabians that dwelt in 
Gurbaal, and the Menuhims. 
And the Ammonites gave 
gifts to Uzziah: and his 
name spread abroad even 
to the entering in of Egypt 



The sheepmaster
• A herdsman (2 Kings 3:4 - ‘sheepmaster’) - very good 

quality sheep  

• A forerunner of the shepherds - Luke 2:8-20 

• An angel appeared to Amos - 7:15 as he was 
‘following’ (compare Exodus 14:19) the flock 

• Of all men the shepherds would understand Micah 6:7-8

• “They made known abroad the saying that was told them 
concerning this child” (Luke 2:17)



A gatherer of sycamore fruit

• The valleys around the lower Jordan (1 Kings 10:26, 
1 Chronicles 27:28, 2 Chronicles 1:15 and 9:27)



The Ficus Sycomorus
• The figs grow in abundant clusters and are smaller than 

those of the common fig tree and are inferior to them.  

• It is the present practice of Egyptian and Cypriot growers of the 
sycamore (fig-mulberry) trees to pierce the premature fruit with 
a nail or other sharp instrument in order to make the fruit 
edible.  

• The wounding, or piercing, of sycamore figs at an early ripening 
stage induces a sharp increase in the emanation of ethylene 
gas, which accelerates the growth and ripening of the fruit 
considerably (up to eight times). 

https://wol.jw.org/en/wol/d/r1/lp-e/1200004278



“Sycamore fig trees are not true fig trees, but a variety of 
the mulberry family, which produces fig-like fruit. These 
trees grew in the tropical Jordan Valley, and around 
the Dead Sea, to a height of 25 to 50 feet, and bore 
fruit three or four times a year. They did not grow as 
well in the higher elevations such as Tekoa, Amos' 
hometown, so the prophet appears to have farmed at a 
distance from his home, in addition to tending herds.”  

http://www.soniclight.com/constable/notes/htmtest/OT/
Amos/Amos.htm

The Ficus Sycomorus



The Sycamore fruit
• Luke 19:1-10 - come to Jericho (at the end of the 

Jordan valley) 

• Rich man (like those in the days of Amos!) 

• Little of stature (Amos 7:3, 5) 

• Jesus pricks his conscience! The sycamore fruit is 
able to be fruitful! 

• “The son of man is come to seek and to save that 
which was lost” - like a shepherd (Luke 19:10)



Amos - The burden bearer
• Type of Christ - Matthew 11:28-30  

• Note: Matthew 11:5 “the poor have the gospel 
preached to them” 

• Type of Christ - Isaiah 53:4 - “Surely he hath borne our 
griefs, and carried our sorrows" 

• Isaiah 53:5 - But he was pierced for our 
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the 
punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by 
his wounds we are healed. (NIV)



THMs
• Are we prepared to be burden bearers? (Galatians 6:2) 

• Are we sheep masters tending the flock? (1 Peter 
5:1-5)” 

• Are we gatherers of sycamore fruit? Do we use the 
word to prick our conscience and the conscience of 
others - seeking to save those who may be lost?  

• Are we grateful to the burden bearer who was pierced 
for us? In so doing, he was the ‘firstfruits’ and we shall 
be at his coming (1 Corinthians 15:23) 
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Amos - to roar out of Zion
• The LORD will be in the earthquake (v 2), The LORD 

will be in the whirlwind (v 14), The LORD will be in 
the fire (v 3, 7, 10, 12, 14) 

• The LORD will roar out of Zion - Amos to speak up in 
contrast to the still small voice! 

• A lion of the tribe of Judah - a type of the Lord Jesus 

• Hosea would initially try another tactic, after the 
whirlwind, earthquake and fire (Hosea 2:14… 
however, Hosea 8:1, 11:10)





San Francisco 
earthquake of 1906

• Just after 5am on April 18, a noise “like the roar of 10,000 
lions”rose as the entire city began to tremble and shake 

• The quake was followed by a massive fire the blaze 
continued for four days, until its smouldering ashes were 
ultimately extinguished by rain. In the process, more than 
500 blocks in the city centre—covering some 4 square 
miles (10 square km)—were levelled. The inferno 
destroyed some 28,000 buildings, and the total property 
value loss was estimated at $350 million. 

www.britannica.com



“I will send a fire…” (x7)
• Damascus - threshed Gilead with threshing instruments of iron (1:3) 

• Gaza - carried away captive the whole captivity to deliver them to Edom (1:6) 

• Tyre - carried away captive the whole captivity to deliver them to Edom and 
remembered not the brotherly covenant (1:9) 

• Edom - pursued his brother with the sword… he kept his wrath forever (1:11) 

• Ammon - they ripped up the women with child of Gilead to enlarge their 
border (1:13) 

• Moab - he burned the bones of the king of Edom with lime (2:1) 

• Judah - because they have despised the law of the LORD (2:4)





Judgements on Israel
• They sold the righteous for silver and the needy for a pair of 

shoes! 

• They trample the head of the poor into the dust 

• They turn aside the way of the meek

• A man and his father sleep with the same woman  

• They go to bed lying on clothes taken by pledge (Exodus 22:26) 
• They fine the poor and buy wine to drink in the house of their 

god 

• They gave the Nazarites wine to drink - no respect for separation 
(Numbers 6:2,3)



The rich get richer…
• The poor became targets 

for legal and economic 
exploitation (2:6-7; 5:7, 
10-13; 6:12; 8:4-6) 

• Slavery for debt was 
accepted (2:6; 8:6) 

• Standards of morality had 
sunk to a low ebb (2:7)

The poor get poorer…
• Commerce thrived (8:5) 
• An upper class emerged 

(4:1-3) 
• Expensive homes were 

built (3:15; 5:11; 6:4, 11) 
• The rich enjoyed an 

indolent, indulgent 
lifestyle (6:1-6)

Social Injustice





Oppressing the poor
• Proverbs 14:31- “He that oppresseth the poor reproacheth 

his Maker: but he that honoureth him hath mercy on the 
poor.” 

• Proverbs 31:20, 26 - the virtuous woman 

• Contrast Amos 2:7 with Isaiah 11:4 (meek and poor)  

• Isaiah 11:4  - “But with righteousness shall he judge the 
poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: 
and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and 
with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.”



Lending to the LORD
• Proverbs 19:17 - “He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth 

unto the LORD; and that which he hath given will he pay him 
again.”  

Numbers 18:1-6 - The role of the Levites 

• v2 - “And thy brethren also of the tribe of Levi, the tribe of thy 
father, bring thou with thee, that they may be joined unto thee, 
and minister unto thee: but thou and thy sons with thee shall 
minister before the tabernacle of witness” 

• v4 - “And they shall be joined unto thee, and keep the charge of 
the tabernacle of the congregation, for all the service of the 
tabernacle: and a stranger shall not come nigh unto you”



THMs
• Are we sat in the cafes of Samaria? 

• Do we stand out from the world?  

• Are we prepared to speak up, to sound out the 
trumpet! 

• Do we look after the poor? (James 2:1-8) 

• Are we prepared to be spiritual Levites - lent 
unto the LORD? 





The poor and needy
• Deuteronomy 15:7-15 - “Thou shalt open thine hand 

wide unto thy brother, to thy poor, and to thy needy" 

• “She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she 
reacheth forth her hands to the needy.” (Proverbs 
31:20) 

• She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her 
tongue is the law of kindness. (Proverbs 31:26) 

• The law of kindness! Above the law - Galatians 5:18, 
22-23 (gentleness or kindness)



Damascus
• “For three transgressions and for four, I will not turn 

away the punishment thereof…” 

• “They have threshed Gilead with threshing 
instruments of iron” 

• “I will send a fire…” 

• The fulfilment of this prophecy came when Tiglath-
Pileser III of Assyria captured Damascus and took 
the Arameans captive in 732 B.C. (2 Kings 16:7-9)



Gaza
• "The concern of Amos seems to have been the freedom and 

dignity of persons regardless of their national origin. Sale of 
such captives for use as slave labourers was to treat 
precious humans made in the image of God (Gen 1:26-27) 
as mere commodities. The driving force behind these 
atrocities was nothing higher than the profit of the mighty. 

• This prophecy was initially fulfilled when the Judean kings 
Uzziah and Hezekiah invaded Philistia (2 Chron. 26:6-7; 2 
Kings 18:8), and when a succession of Assyrian conquerors 
captured these towns. It was completely fulfilled during the 
Maccabean period (169-134 B.C.) when the Philistines 
passed out of existence.



Tyre
• "Tyre" was apparently the leading city of Phoenicia at this time. 

The sin of the Phoenicians was the same as that of the Philistines. 
They had sold whole communities of people to the Edomites as 
slaves. They also broke a covenant of brothers. 

• "If Israel was the injured partner, the reference is probably to the 
pact between Solomon and Hiram (1 Kings 5) or perhaps to the 
later relations established through the marriage of Ahab and 
Jezebel (1 Kings 16:29-31)." 

• Ironically, many Tyrians became captives and were sold as slaves 
when Alexander the Great destroyed Tyre in 332 B.C. (cf. Ezek. 
26—28). Phoenicia declined as a major power in the ancient Near 
East—after that destruction—and never revived.



Edom
• Edom's overflowing sin—that brought divine wrath down on its 

people—was the way the Edomites had treated the Israelites. The 
Edomites had been very hostile to their "brother," Israel (cf. Gen. 
25:29-30; Num. 20:14; Deut. 2:4; 23:7; Obad. 12). This hostility 
existed throughout the history of these two nations. This animosity 
even led the Edomites to attack the Israelites "with the sword" (cf. 
Obad. 10). Consequently, God would send destruction on Edom's 
chief southern region and a prominent northern city, even on the 
whole land (a merism). "Teman" was both a village and a southern 
region in Edom, but here the region is probably in view."Bozrah" 
was a northern city. 

• The Assyrians subjugated Edom in the eighth century B.C., and the 
Nabateans, an Arabian tribe, took it over in the fourth century B.C.



Ammon
• The Ammonites were descendants of Lot, Abraham's nephew (cf. Gen. 

19:30-38). Ammon was in trouble with Yahweh because its soldiers brutally 
attacked and slew the Israelites, even "the pregnant women" and their unborn 
children, who lived in Gilead to the west of Ammon. This brutal slaughter 
terrorised and decimated the attacked populace. The Ammonites did this "to 
enlarge their borders" (territory) to the west, for materialistic advantage, not for 
self-preservation. 

• Consequently Yahweh promised to destroy "Rabbah," the capital, and Ammon's 
walled cities ("citadels") in battle. The clause "I will kindle a fire on [in] the wall" 
may refer to an internal conflagration that God would use to bring Rabbah down. 
The similar clause that occurs elsewhere (cf. 2:2; Hos. 8:14) is: "I will send (a) 
fire upon."[57] The Ammonites' king and royal officials would go into exile 

• This destruction happened when Tiglath-Pileser III invaded Ammon in 734 B.C., 
but Ammon's final demise came when Nebuchadnezzar sacked Rabbah and 
took many of Ammon's citizens captive to Babylon around 586 B.C. 



Moab
• Yahweh promised not to revoke His punishment of "Moab," 

another nation descended from Lot (cf. Gen. 19:30-38), because 
of its brutal treatment of an Edomite king's corpse. Burning the 
bones of a dead person dishonoured that individual, since there 
was then nothing substantial left of him. Burning the king's bones 
indicated a desire to completely destroy the peace and even the 
soul of Edom's king, for eternity. This was a despicable crime in 
the ancient Near East where a peaceful burial was the hope of 
every person. This treatment of a dead corpse reflected a lack of 
respect for human life, life made in the image of God. 

• Nebuchadnezzar conquered Moab shortly after 598 B.C., which 
opened the way for Arab tribes to occupy its land



Judah
• Amos' criticism of the preceding six nations was their cruel and 

inhuman conduct. God would treat "Judah" with the same justice 
that He promised Israel's other neighbour nations. Judah's 
overflowing sin was her failure to live by the Torah, the instruction 
that Yahweh had given her, including the Mosaic Covenant (cf. 
Rom. 2:12-15). Listening to false prophets and worshipping idols 
(Heb. kazib, a lie, something deceptive) had been major 
evidences of this apostasy (cf. Deut. 6:14; 7:16; 8:19; 11:16, 28). 
So Yahweh promised to destroy "Judah" and "Jerusalem," just as 
He had promised to destroy her sinful neighbours. 

• The fulfillment came with Nebuchadnezzar's destruction of 
Jerusalem in 586 B.C. (2 Kings 25:1-12).
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Hear this word



Apostasy at Bethel
False worship in Bethel

7 x Bethel mentioned in Amos  

• Bethel has come to be the King’s chapel (3:14, 4:4, 5:5, 
5:5, 5:6, 7:10, 7:13) 

• Why? - The God of Jacob 

6 x Jacob mentioned in Amos (3:13, 6:8, 7:2, 7:5, 8:7, 9:8) 

• “I abhor the pride of Jacob, and hate his palaces” (6:8)



Back to our calling
• Amos 3:1-2 “Hear this word that the LORD hath spoken 

against you, O children of Israel, against the whole 
family which I brought up from the land of Egypt, 
saying, You only have I known of all the families of the 
earth: therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities.” 

• the undivided nation 

• ‘brought out of Egypt’  

• you only have I known of all families of the earth - 
Abrahamic promises (Genesis 12:3, 28:14) 



The altars of Bethel
• Go back to Abraham… Genesis 12:7-8 

• Bethel (the House of God) & Ai (ruin) - this is the 
choice… Abraham made the mistake of going down into 
Egypt!  

• House of God or ruin!  

• Israel now had altars in Bethel and ended up in ruin!  

• Genesis 35:3 - the place where you would put away 
idolatry! Bethel should have been where you got rid of 
idols and called upon God



The horns of the altar 
at  Bethel

• “That in the day that I shall visit the transgressions of Israel upon 
him I will also visit the altars of Bethel: and the horns of the 
altar shall be cut off, and fall to the ground.” (Amos 3:14) 

• Leviticus 4:18 - put some of the blood upon the horns of the altar 

• Horns = Power (Daniel 7, Revelation 17) 

• The altar has no power - it cannot be the vehicle to provide 
forgiveness of sins  

• Jeremiah 17:1 (the other occasion where the words ‘horns’ and 
‘altars’ are used together) 



“I rolled away the reproach 
of Egypt”

7 x Egypt mentioned by Amos (2:10, 3:1, 3:9, 4:10, 8:8, 
9:5, 9:7) 

3 x Gilgal mentioned by Amos (4:4, 5:5, 5:5) 

• Joshua 5:9 

• ‘Rolled’ - Hebrew word gawlal (Joshua 5:9 and Amos 
5:24) 

• We need to roll away the influence of Egypt and let the 
word of God ‘roll’ or trickle into our lives as waters!



“Come to Bethel and transgress, 
at Gilgal multiply transgression”

• Offer by burning a sacrifice of thanksgiving with leaven! (4:5) 

• Leviticus 7:12-14 - ‘the sacrifice of thanksgiving… with leaven” - 
not though allowed to burn it on the altar! 

• “No meat offering, which ye shall bring unto the LORD, shall be 
made with leaven, for ye shall burn no leaven” (Leviticus 2:11) 

• The altar could not be tarnished with ‘wickedness and malice’ 

• The leaven of the Pharisees (Luke 12:1) - a show of religion! 

• 1 Corinthians 5:8 - purge out the leaven! 



Seek the LORD, and live
a). Seek ye me, and ye shall live: 

b). But seek not Bethel, 

c). nor enter into Gilgal, 

d). and pass not to Beersheba: 

c’). for Gilgal shall surely go into captivity, 

b’). and Bethel shall come to nought.

a’). Seek the LORD, and ye shall live; 



Beersheba - 
the well of the oath

The home of the patriarchs 

• Genesis 22:19 - Abraham 

• Genesis 26:15, 19, 25, 33 - Isaac 

• 130 mile ‘pilgrimage' from Israel for the ‘living’ water of 
Beersheba! 

• The high places of Isaac (7:9, 16) 

• The patriarchs looked for a city whose builder and maker 
was God! 







THMs
• Hear this Word 

• Is our faith properly based on the promises to the 
patriarchs? 

• Isaiah 55:1 - “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to 
the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, 
buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without 
money and without price.”

• Isaiah 55:6 - “Seek ye the LORD while he may be 
found, call ye upon him while he is near”
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Houses of Ivory 
• 3:15 - 3 or 4 houses! Where do we put our wealth? 

• Houses of ivory -  see Ahab (1 Kings 22:39) 

• Amos 6:4 - that lie on beds of ivory, and *stretch 
themselves upon their couches 

• *margin: ‘abound with superfluities’ - see Luke 
21:4 (RV) 

• Amos 6:6 - ‘That drink wine in bowls!’ 



The kine of Bashan
“Hear this word, ye kine of Bashan, that are in the mountain of 
Samaria, which oppress the poor, which crush the needy, which 
say to their masters/husbands, Bring, and let us drink.” (4:1) 

• John 4:4 - Jesus must go through Samaria

• John 4:20-21 - the mountain of Samaria  

• “There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith 
unto her, Give me to drink.” (John 4:7) 

• “…but whosoever drinketh of the water that I give him shall 
never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a 
well of water springing up into everlasting life.” (John 4:14)



Woe to them!

“The Lord GOD hath sworn 
by his holiness, that, lo, the 
days shall come upon you, 
that he will take you away 
with hooks, and your posterity 
with fishhooks.” (Amos 4:2 )



“I will deliver up the city”
• “And it shall come to pass, if there remain ten men in one house, 

that they shall die. And a man's *uncle shall take him up, and *he 
that burneth him, to bring out the bones out of the house, and shall 
say unto him that is by the sides of the house… 

• Is there yet any with thee? and he shall say, No. Then shall he say, 
Hold thy tongue: for we may not make mention of the name of the 
LORD… 

• For, behold, the LORD commandeth, and he will smite the great 
house with breaches, and the little house with clefts.” (Amos 6:9-11) 

*kinsman

*the cremators



Fruit of righteousness
• Amos 6:12 - “for ye have turned judgment into gall, and the 

fruit of righteousness into hemlock:” (compare Amos 5:7) 

• Proverbs 5:4 “But her end is bitter as wormwood, sharp as 
a twoedged sword.” 

• Who is a wiseman? (James 3:13) 

• “But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy 
and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. 
And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them 
that make peace.” (James 3:17-18)



The northern invader
“I will raise up against you a nation, O house of Israel, 
saith the LORD, the God of hosts; and they shall afflict 
you from the entering in of Hamath unto the river of 
the wilderness” (Amos 6:14) 

• The exact territory of Jeroboam II (2 Kings 14:25) 

• The fall of the northern kingdom of Israel to the 
Assyrians (2 Kings 17:6-8) 

• What is the northern invader doing today?! 







Russia's Putin unveils 
'invincible' nuclear weapons
Before today, Vladimir Putin had delivered 13 state of the nation addresses. 
Address Number 14 turned out to be very different from anything that had come 
before. 

Standing in front of a giant video screen, President Putin showcased Russia's 
very latest strategic weapons. Like a magician pulling one rabbit after 
another out of his hat, he wowed his audience with images of cruise missiles, 
intercontinental ballistic missiles, underwater drones and supersonic jets.

Russian MPs and senators applauded the military video show, which 
dominated the second half of President Putin's speech. 

There was a double message here. Firstly, to the West: Don't push us. And, with 
elections coming up, there was this for the Russian people: Vote for Putin and 
you'll be voting for national security. 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-43239331



The blessing and the cursing
• Famine (4:6) … “yet have ye not returned to me, saith the 

LORD” (compare Deuteronomy 28:57)

• Drought (4:8) … “yet have ye not returned to me, saith the 
LORD” (compare Deuteronomy 28:24) 

• Natural disasters (4:9) … “yet have ye not returned to me, saith 
the LORD” (compare Deuteronomy 28:22) 

• Pestilence (4:10) … “yet have ye not returned to me, saith the 
LORD” (compare Deuteronomy 28:27, 60) 

• Fire (4:11) … “yet have ye not returned to me, saith the 
LORD” (compare Deuteronomy 28:22, 28)



Famine - 2017…
Hunger and World Poverty. About 21,000 people die every day of hunger 
or hunger-related causes, according to the United Nations. This is one 
person every four seconds, as you can see on this display. Sadly, it is 
children who die most often. 

Poverty.com - Hunger and World Poverty 
www.poverty.com/



Drought — 2017…



Natural Disasters - 2017…



Pestilence - 2017



Fire - 2017



The work of the angels
• Famine, Drought, Natural disasters, Pestilence, Fire 

“… yet have ye not returned to me, saith the LORD” 

• Romans 8:28-30 ‘all things work together for good’ 

• 2 Corinthians 4:17 - ‘our light affliction' (Gk: pressure) 

• “Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O Israel: and 
because I will do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy 
God, O Israel.” (Amos 4:12) 

•



Where will you place 
your trust?

• The God who created 
the seven stars! 
(Amos 5:8)

• The God who made 
the water cycle! 
(Amos 5:8)



THMs
• Are we too comfortable on our beds of ivory? 

• Are we looking closely at the signs of the times? 

• Do we trust in God’s chastening of us? Hebrews 
12:5-15 (note phase: ‘fruit of righteousness’ compare 
to Israel! - Amos 6:12 and root of bitterness) 

• Do we trust in the ways of providence? Do we place 
our trust in the creator or the creation? 

• Are we prepared to meet our God?





Exodus 19 Amos Hebrews 12

mountain v11 v12 v18

darkness 20:21 v13 v18

sound of the trumpet v16 & 19 3:6 v19

prepare to meet v11 & 17 v12 v22

fire v18 1:4, 1:7, 1:10, 1:12, 
1:14: 2:2, 2:5 v29

earthquake v18 v13 v26-28

Prepare to meet thy God



Amos 5:12-15 

a). For I know your manifold transgressions and your mighty sins: they 
afflict the just, they take a bribe, and they turn aside the poor in the 
gate from their right. Therefore the prudent shall keep silence in that 
time; for it is an evil time.


b).  Seek good, 


c). and not evil, 


d). that ye may live: and so the LORD, the God of hosts, shall be 
with you, as ye have spoken.


c’). Hate the evil, 


b’). and love the good, 


a’). and establish judgment in the gate:
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The end is come upon my 
people Israel

• A basket of summer fruit… so the end is come!  

• Are we bringing forth fruit? (Galatians 5:22,23) 

• I will never forget any of their works (8:7) 

A prophecy for our days…

“Behold the days come saith the LORD God, that I will 
send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a 
thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the 
LORD.” (8:11)



The day of the LORD
“Woe unto you that desire the day of the LORD! to 
what end is it for you? the day of the LORD is darkness, 
and not light.  

As if a man did flee from a lion, and a bear met him; or 
went into the house, and leaned his hand on the wall, 
and a serpent bit him.  

Shall not the day of the LORD be darkness, and not 
light? even very dark, and no brightness in it? 

Amos 5:18-20



“As if a man did flee from a lion…” (Amos 5:20)



“As if a man did flee from a lion…and a bear met him” (Amos 5:20)



As the mourning of an 
only son

• Earthquake (8:8) - Matthew 27:51 

• Ye have turned judgement into gall (6:12) - Matthew 27:48 

• Darkness at noon (8:9) - Matthew 27:45 

• “And I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your songs into 
lamentation; and I will bring up sackcloth upon all loins, and 
baldness upon every head; and I will make it as the mourning 
of an only son, and the end thereof as a bitter day.” (8:10) 

• Amos 8:12 - compare to Isaiah 55:6 “Seek the LORD while he 
may be found!”



Salvation for Samaria
• Amos 8:14 - they that swear by the sin of Samaria

• What happens to Samaria? Hosea 13:16

• Luke 10 - the good Samaritan 

• John 4 - the Samaritan woman - told her friends! 

• Acts 1:8 - the words of the Lord Jesus! 

• Acts 8 - the Samaritans love hearing the word of 
the LORD! (At last they have listened to Amos!)



The gospel in Samaria
• Acts 8:4-8 - “Therefore they that were scattered abroad 

went every where preaching the word. Then Philip went 
down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto 
them. And the people with one accord gave heed unto 
those things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the 
miracles which he did…. And there was great joy in that 
city.” 

• Simon’s problem - ‘the gall of bitterness’! (Acts 8:23) 

• “They preached the word of the Lord… and preached 
the gospel in many villages of the Samaritans!” (Acts 
8:25)



The council of Jerusalem
• The gospel for all! Acts 15:3 - joy in Samaria!  

“Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, 
to take out of them a people for his name. And to this agree the 
words of the prophets…” 

• James then quotes Amos 9:11,12!  

 “After this I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of 
David, which is fallen down; and I will build again the ruins 
thereof, and I will set it up; that the residue of men might seek 
after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, 
saith the Lord, who doeth all these things.” (Acts 15:14-17)



Israeli PM, Benjamin Netanyahu
Address to the UN, September 2013



I have not spoken in secret
• Isaiah 45 - It’s not been done in a dark place 

- 1948 state of Israel declared  

- The Fig Tree is planted in the land ‘never to be 
uprooted again’!  

- This generation will not pass away! 

WARNING: Luke 21:34-36 - Take heed! Watch! Pray!



Two years before the 
earthquake

• Amos 1:1, 8:8, 9:1 - the time is nearly upon them!

• Josephus suggests that the Jews of that time believed the 
earthquake to happen at the point in which Uzziah went into 
the temple to burn incense  

• Zechariah 14:5 - a massive earthquake, comparable to the 
time of the end  

• Revelation 16 - the last earthquake - Armageddon!  

• The valley of Jehoshaphat - the valley of judgement (Joel 3)



The LORD will be with you
• 2 Chronicles 20:17 - the valley of Jehoshaphat 

(judgement) 

• The importance of family prayer! (2 Chron 20:13) 

• They went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa! 

• They return to Jerusalem with psalteries and harps 
and trumpets unto the house of the LORD (20:28) 

• We live in the last days… The LORD will be with you 



THMs
• We need to bring forth the fruit of the spirit. The fruit 

of righteousness! 

• We need to pray for the day of the LORD - but for it to 
be light not darkness we need to prepare!  

• Ensure we live as if we truly believe we are in the last 
days! The signs suggest we are!  

• Trust that the LORD will be with us all… if we hold 
fast to his word and the promises made to the fathers


