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Overall Theme of the Letter

The members of the Jerusalem ecclesia were Jews who worshipped in the Temple
and came to believe that Jesus was the long-promised Messiah. But these Jewish
Christians were struggling with the idea of giving up on the Jewish customs,
traditions and culture. Hebrews was written to exhort our early brothers and
sisters not to fall back into Judaism, but to press on toward maturity in Christ.

A Jewish Heritage
❖

The first ecclesia was comprised of Jews who
lived in Jerusalem and had a life-long
association with Temple worship, the weekly
observance of the Sabbath, and daily dietary
restrictions.
•

❖

Acts 6:7, 15:5, 21:20

They were patriotic. Their lives, culture, and
social identity were based on being Jewish.

Birth of the Jerusalem Ecclesia
❖

After ascension, told
to stay in Jerusalem.
(Acts 1:1-9)

❖

Stayed continually in
the temple. (Luke
24:50-53)

❖

All together in one
place. (Acts 2:1)

Feast of Weeks (Pentecost)
❖

One of the three
pilgrimage festivals to
Jerusalem.

❖

Took place 50 days after
Passover. (Lev. 23:15-17)

❖

Commemorated giving of
Law since tradition said
it took 50 days to travel
from Egypt to Mt. Sinai.

Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation
under heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in
bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken.
Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? Then
how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? Parthians, Medes
and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and
Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene;
visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—
we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” Amazed and
perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?”
(Acts 2:5-12)

The Pilgrimage Experience
Jesus of Nazareth King of the Jews:
A Jewish Life and the Emergence of Christianity
"The best festival was always Passover. The boy and
his family would leave home weeks before the feast. As
they walked, the pilgrims from every village would join
with families from other towns. Every night they
would encamp, children roaming freely from one
group's fire to the next; every day they would walk
closer to the city, and as they walked, they would sing
the ancient pilgrim songs..."
(Psalm 122)

The Pilgrimage Experience

"The city was the biggest, the most beautiful place he had ever seen. As he climbed with his
family out of the lowland plain of Jericho and upward away from the Jordan toward the hill
country of Judea, he felt that his heart would burst with love and sheer excitement. The
confluence of pilgrims made the mighty human river surging into the valley that spread out
before the city's walls. In fact, outside the city another city spread, countless families from
everywhere grouped by family or village, clustered in tents and temporary shelters."
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Acts 2:41-47
Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three
thousand were added to their number that day. They devoted
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at
the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the
believers were together and had everything in common. They sold
property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every
day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They
broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere
hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And
the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

Continued to Meet Together in the Temple

Continued to Meet Together in the Temple
•

"The Blind and the lame came to him in the temple; and he healed
them." (Mt. 21:14)

•

"About the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple, and
taught." (John 7:14)

•

"And early in the morning he came again into the temple and all the
people came unto him; and he sat down and taught them." (Lk 19:47)

•

"All the people came early in the morning to him in the temple, for to
hear him." (Lk 21:38)

•

"I spake openly to the world," he said; "I ever taught in the
synagogue, and in the temple..." (John 18:20)

A Sect of the Jews
The first generation of baptized believers were still
identified as being Jewish. It wasn't until the Jerusalem
Conference that we begin to see a formal break between
Christianity and Judaism.
❖

Christians (Acts 11: 26)

❖

The Way (Acts 24:14-15)

Acts 15 - The Initial Break from Judaism
❖

The Judiazers preached that
Gentile converts needed to be
circumcised and keep other
Jewish customs and laws.

❖

Paul and those preaching to
the Gentiles appealed to the
Jerusalem ecclesia for
guidance.

❖

The conclusion was that
salvation comes by grace and
not by following the Talmud.

From Law to Grace
❖

❖

Even after the Jerusalem Conference,
many Jews struggled to give up their
Jewish ways.
❖

Peter wrestled with his
conscience about eating
unclean food (Acts 10:14)

❖

Paul followed some Jewish
laws and customs (Acts
21:17-24)

Scripture shows God's patience by
allowing a transition period before
fully breaking from Judaism.

Overall Theme of the Letter

The members of the Jerusalem ecclesia were Jews who worshipped in the Temple
and came to believe that Jesus was the long-promised Messiah. But these Jewish
Christians were struggling with the idea of giving up on the Jewish customs,
traditions and culture. Hebrews was written to exhort our early brothers and
sisters not to fall back into Judaism, but to press on toward maturity in Christ.

A.D. 70- The Fall of Jerusalem

It seems that Hebrews was preparing the first Century believers for the shock of seeing the
destruction of their magnificent temple.

The Superiority of Christ
Hebrews demonstrates
the once-and-for-all
supremacy of Christ to
all individuals, rituals
and institutions that
came before him.

•

Better than the angels.

•

A more excellent name.

•

More glory than Moses.

•

A better hope.

•

A more excellent ministry.

•

A better covenant.

•

Better promises.

•

A greater and more excellent
tabernacle.

•

Better sacrifices.

•

A better and enduring substance in
heaven.

