The Law is but a shadow of the good things to come

Christ is Superior

Class 2:
Chapters 1-5

The Letter to the Hebrews

An exhortation not to fall back into Judaism, but to press
on toward maturity because a life in Christ is better.

Recap: The Birth of Christianity
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Written anonymously, probably by Paul -- the Apostle to the Gentiles
Letter to Hebrew Christians at the Jerusalem ecclesia.
Members were Jews who personally saw Jesus' crucifixion and resurrection
-- they believed Jesus was the Messiah.
As Jews, these brothers and sisters would have grown up following the
Law of Moses and all the traditions.
The pilgrimage festivals to Jerusalem were a source of great joy, pride and
patriotism.
Following Pentecost, there was explosive growth in the ecclesia.
As Christianity grew and became distinct from Judaism, their appeared to
be a transition period when members continued to follow the Law.
Their lives, culture, and social identity was based on being Jewish and
losing this caused some to want to revert back to Judaism.

The Superiority of Christ
Hebrews demonstrates
the once-and-for-all
supremacy of Christ to
all individuals, rituals
and institutions that
came before him.

•

Better than the angels.

•

A more excellent name.

•

More glory than Moses.

•

A better hope.

•

A more excellent ministry.

•

A better covenant.

•

Better promises.

•

A greater and more excellent
tabernacle.

•

Better sacrifices.

•

A better and enduring substance in
heaven.

Initial Outline of the Argument
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Christ superior to the PROPHETS (1:1-3)
Christ superior to the ANGELS (1:4-2:18)
Christ superior to MOSES. (3:1-19)
Christ superior to JOSHUA. (4:1-11)
Christ superior to AARON. (4:12-5:10)
• More Compassion (4:12-16)
• Better because he is God's son (5:1-5)
6. Christ superior to LEVITICAL PRIESTHOOD
• Priest forever by order of Melchizedek (5:5-10)

Better than the Prophets
The Talmud list a total of 55 prophets who
delivered messages from God that were
recorded for future generations, including:

In the past God spoke to our ancestors
through the prophets at many times and
in various ways, but in these last days
he has spoken to us by his Son, whom
he appointed heir of all things, and
through whom also he made the
universe (worlds/ages). Hebrews 1: 1-3

•

Abraham

•

Sarah

•

Moses

•

Aaron

•

Joshua

•

David

•

Ezekiel

•

Daniel

Better than the Angels
Messianic prophecy from the Jewish
Scriptures is used as evidence to
demonstrate that God's Son would
be superior to any and all angels.

After he had provided purification for
sins, he sat down at the right hand of
the Majesty in heaven. So he became as
much superior to the angels as the name
he has inherited is superior to theirs.
Hebrews 1:3-4

•

vs 5 = Psalm 2:7

•

vs 5 = 2 Samuel 7:14

•

vs 6 = Dt. 32:43 (LXX)

•

vs 7 = Psalm 104:4

•

vs 9 = Psalm 45:6,7

•

vs 12 = Psalm 102:25-27

•

vs 13 =Psalm 110:1

5

For to which of the angels did God ever say,
“You are my Son, today I have begotten you”?

(Psalm 2:7)

Or again,
“I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”?
6 And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,
“Let all God’s angels worship him.”
7

(2 Sam 7:14)

(Dt 32:43 LXX)

Of the angels he says,
“He makes his angels winds, and his ministers a flame of fire.”

(Psalm 104:4)

8

But of the Son he says,
"Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your
kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God,
has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.”
(Psalm 45:6-7)
10 And,
“You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, and the heavens are the
work of your hands; they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a
garment, like a robe you will roll them up, like a garment they will be changed. But you
are the same and your years will have no end.”
(Psalm 102:25-27)
13 And to which of the angels has he ever said,
"Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet”?
(Psalm 110:1)

Better than the Angels
Answering the Objections
Hebrews 2:6. But there is a place where
someone has testified:
Objection:
“What is man that you are mindful of
him, the second n of man that you
care for him? You made him a little
lower than the Angels;

Better than the Angels
Answering the Objections
Hebrews 2:6. But there is a place where someone
has testified:
Objection:
“What is man that you are mindful of
him, the n of man that you care for him?
You made him a little lower than the
Angels;
Answer:
you crowned him with glory and honor
and put everything under his feet."
(Psalm 8:4-6)

2:6. But there is a place where someone has testified:
“What is man that you are mindful of him, the second n of man that you care for him?
You made him a little lower than the Angels; you crown d him with glory and honor and
put everything under his feet."
(Psalm 8:4-6)

Better than Moses
The Jewish Scriptures state
that Moses was the greatest of
all prophets because God
spoke directly to him.

Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor
than Moses, just as the builder of a house has
greater honor than the house itself. For every
house is built by someone, but God is the builder
of everything. “Moses was faithful as a servant in
all God’s house,”a bearing witness to what
would be spoken by God in the future. But Christ
is faithful as the Son over God’s house.
Hebrews 3:3-6

•

Deuteronomy 34:10.

•

Numbers 12:6–8.

Better than Joshua
After a generation of slavery
and wilderness wandering,
Joshua led the people into the
Promised Land of rest.
•

Joshua 21:43-44

But it did not last.
For if Joshua had given them rest,
God would not have spoken later
about another day. There remains,
then, a Sabbath-rest for the people
of God.
Hebrews 4:8-10

•

Judges 2:10-14

•

Lamentations 5:5

There Remains a Sabbath-Rest
Let us go to His dwelling place.
For the Lord has chosen Zion,
he has desired it for his
dwelling, saying,“This is my
resting place for ever and ever;
here I will sit enthroned."
Psalm 132:13-14

Better than Aaron

Aaron was selected by God as the first
High Priest under the Law of Moses.
Upon the death of each successive
High Priest, the responsiblity
transferred to his appointed heir.

Every high priest is selected from
among the people and is appointed
to represent the people in matters
related to God... And no one takes
this honor on himself, but he
receives it when called by God, just
as Aaron was. In the same way,
Christ did not take on himself the
glory of becoming a high priest. But
God said to him,“You are my Son;
today I have become your Father.”
And he says in another place, “You
are a priest forever...
Hebrews 5:1-6

Time out!
In Hebrews 5:11 - 6:12, the writer interrupts
his argument about Christ's priesthood
because he realizes his audience won't follow
his train of thought since they haven't
matured in their thinking about Jesus.

About this we have
much to say, and it is
hard to explain, since
you have become dull
of hearing.
(Hebrews 5:11 ESV)

