The Law is but a shadow of the good things to come

A Permanent Priesthood

Class 4: Chapters 7-9

Initial Outline of the Argument
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Christ superior to the PROPHETS (1:1-3)
Christ superior to the ANGELS (1:4-2:18)
Christ superior to MOSES. (3:1-19)
Christ superior to JOSHUA. (4:1-11)
Christ superior to AARON. (4:12-5:10)
• More Compassion (4:12-16)
• Better because he is God's son (5:1-5)
6. Christ superior to LEVITICAL PRIESTHOOD
• Priest forever by order of Melchizedek (5:5-10)
EXHORTATION AND REBUKE (5:11 - 6:12)
•
•
•

Limitations of Levitical priests (7:11-19)
Appointed by God's oath (7:20-22)
Better qualifications and lives forever (7:23-28)

Recap: Moving on to Perfection
❖

Hebrews 5:11- 6:12 -- A digression from the main argument

❖

The Hebrews needed to move beyond an observance of Jewish
customs and elementary believes because these things were just
previews of Jesus and the salvation made possible by his atoning
sacrifice.

❖

The Hebrew Christians had to let go of the elementary teaching
about a coming Christ (Messiah) because these prophesies were now
fully matured -- Jesus of Nazareth had been identified as Messiah!

❖

It was time for the Jewish Christians to mature (become perfect) in
their understanding and their way of life as Christ's disciples.

Outline of Doctrinal Argument
Christ superior to the PROPHETS
Christ superior to the ANGELS
Christ superior to MOSES
Christ superior to JOSHUA
Christ superior to AARON
Christ superior to LEVITICAL PRIESTHOOD
• Priest forever like Melchizedek
• Righteous King/Priest - Melchizedek
• Limitations of Levitical priests
• Appointed by God's oath
• Better qualifications and lives forever
Christ's superior PRIESTLY MINISTRY
• Better Covenant.
• Better Sanctuary
• Better Sacrifice.

1:1-3
1:4-2:18
3:1-19
4:1-11
4:12-5:10
5:5-10
7:1-10
7:11-19
7:20-22
7:23-28
8:1-13
9:1-10
9:11-10:18

Exposition from the Jewish Scriptures
As was his custom, Paul
went into the synagogue,
and on three separate
Sabbath days he reasoned
with them from the
Scriptures...
Acts 17:2

Old Testament Passages
Psalm 8

Psalm 40

Psalm 95

Habakkuk 2

Psalm 110

Proverbs 3

Jeremiah 31

Exodus 19

Jesus, the Greater High Priest
Hebrews 6:19
"Jesus has become a high priest
forever, in the order of Melchizedek."

❖

Aaron was priest until his
death and all his successors
were appointed based on their
ancestry. They served only until
their eventual death. Jesus
however was a priest forever
(Hebrews 6:19 - 7:28)

After the Order of Melchizedek
Genesis 14:17-20
After (Abram's) return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and
the kings who were with him, the king of Sodom went out to
meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley).
And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and
wine. (He was priest of God Most High.) And he blessed
him and said,
“Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Possessor of heaven
and earth; and blessed be God Most High, who has delivered
your enemies into your hand!”
And Abram gave him a tenth of everything.

After the Order of Melchizedek
Hebrews 6:19 - 7:10
❖

Priest, but also a King! (Hebrews 7:1)

❖

There is no record of Melchizedek's birth
or death. In that way, he symbolically
remains a priest forever. (Hebrews 7:3)

❖

Melchizedek demonstrated his
superiority over Abraham (and
Abraham's lineage) when he blessed him
(Hebrews 7:1)

❖

Abraham acknowledged his inferiority
when he paid tithes to Melchizedek
(Hebrews 7: 4-10)

Better than Aaronic Priesthood
Psalm 110:1-4
The LORD says to my Lord:
“Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.”
The LORD sends forth from Zion your mighty scepter. Rule in
the midst of your enemies! Your people will offer themselves
freely on the day of your power, in holy garments; from the
womb of the morning, the dew of your youth will be yours.
The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind, "You are a
priest forever after the order of Melchizedek."

New Order/New Covenant
❖

Psalm 110 demonstrates that
God had always planned for
the eventual replacement of the
Aaronic priesthood (Hebrews
7:11)

❖

If there is a new priestly order,
it only stands to reason that
there would also be a new Law
(Hebrews 7:12,18)

Better Hope
Hebrews 7:11-18
"If perfection could have been attained through the Levitical priesthood—
and indeed the law given to the people established that priesthood—why
was there still need for another priest to come, one in the order of
Melchizedek, not in the order of Aaron? For when the priesthood is
changed, the law must be changed also. He of whom these things are said
belonged to a different tribe, and no one from that tribe has ever served at
the altar. For it is clear that our Lord descended from Judah, and in regard to
that tribe Moses said nothing about priests. And what we have said is even
more clear if another priest like Melchizedek appears, one who has become
a priest not on the basis of a regulation as to his ancestry but on the basis of
the power of an indestructible life. For it is declared: You are a priest forever, in
the order of Melchizedek. The former regulation is set aside because it was
weak and useless(for the law made nothing perfect), and a better hope is
introduced, by which we draw near to God. (Hebrews 7:11-19)

A Better Priestly Ministry
Hebrews 7:23-25
"Now there have been many of
those priests, since death
prevented them from continuing
in office; but because Jesus lives
forever, he has a permanent
priesthood."

Role of the Priests
Malachi 2:7
"For the lips of a priest ought to
preserve knowledge, because he is
the messenger of the Lord Almighty
and people seek instruction from his
mouth."

Nehemiah 8:5-7
"The Levites read from the Book of
the Law of God, making it clear and
giving the meaning so that the
people understood what was being
read."

Jesus Perfectly Teaches about God
John 14:7-9
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through me. If you really
know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on,
you do know him and have seen him.” Philip said, “Lord,
show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” Jesus
answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have
been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?

Jesus' Permanent Priesthood
Hebrews 7:23-25
"Now there have been many of
those priests, since death
prevented them from continuing
in office; but because Jesus lives
forever, he has a permanent
priesthood. Therefore he is able
to save completely those who
come to God through him,
because he always lives to
intercede for them."

Jesus is Alive and Active
❖

Jesus intercedes in our lives:
•

Not by pleading to God for us because he says we can
approach God directly. (John 16:26-27)

•

Instead, Jesus actively works in our lives to help us in
our struggles with weakness, temptation, and sin.
•

Hebrews 2:18

•

Hebrews 4:14-16

Three Examples of Jesus' Superiority
Christ's ministry is is shown to be superior to the
Levitical Ministry in three ways:
1. Better Covenant -- Chapter 8
2. Better Sanctuary -- Chapter 9
3. Better Sacrifice -- Chapter 10

1. The New Covenant
Hebrews 8:6-13
❖

God's laws will become inner
principles because *He* will
write them on our hearts and
put them in our minds (in the
past Israel was charged with
doing this. (Dt 6:6-9)).

❖

Ignorance of God will be
removed forever

❖

Sins will be forgiven forever

1. The New Covenant
Jeremiah 31:31-34
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of
Judah, not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the
day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of
Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband,
declares the LORD. For this is the covenant that I will make with
the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put
my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will
be their God, and they shall be my people. And no longer shall
each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know
the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to
the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity,
and I will remember their sin no more.”

2. The Heavenly Sanctuary
❖

The Sanctuary was the designated
place where God and man might
meet. Access was limited to once per
year, and only by the High Priest.

❖

The Tabernacle built by Moses was a
pale imitation of what he saw when
he met with God on the mountain.
(Hebrews 8:5, Exodus 24:9-11, Exodus
25:8-9)

❖

Formerly, access to the Most Holy
Place was limited, but now we can
come boldly to the throne of grace.

❖

Jesus entered the *real* Sanctuary in
Heaven (Hebrews 7:26-8:2)

2. The Heavenly Sanctuary
Hebrews 9:6-10
"When everything had been arranged like this, the priests entered
regularly into the outer room to carry on their ministry. But only the
high priest entered the inner room, and that only once a year, and never
without blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the people
had committed in ignorance. The Holy Spirit was showing by this that
the way into the Most Holy Place had not yet been disclosed as long as
the first tabernacle was still functioning. This is an illustration for the
present time, indicating that the gifts and sacrifices being offered were
not able to clear the conscience of the worshiper. They are only a matter
of food and drink and various ceremonial washings—external
regulations applying until the time of the new order."

The True Tabernacle is in Heaven
For Christ has entered, not into holy
places made with hands, which are
copies of the true things, but into
heaven itself, now to appear in the
presence of God on our behalf.
Hebrews 9:24

Wouldn't our hearts just burn within us if
we could only know more about Jesus'
amazing appearance before God in Heaven?

Revelation 4-5
John's vision provides wonderful insights and detail about the historical event of
Christ's ascension to Heaven and appearance before his Father.
1. John enters the Heavenly Sanctuary and sees God upon His throne.
2. In God's right hand is the Book of life in which are all the names of the
faithful!
3. Tragically, the book is locked and it seems that all of humanity is lost!
4. Suddenly, Jesus appears before God and receives the scroll because he is the
only one worthy to open it.
5. Why? Because Christ's perfect sacrifice -- represented by his shed blood -has redeemed us from the world of sin and death.
6. Now that the Book of Life is able to be opened, we have become like kings
and priests who will reign on the earth.

Revelation 4:1
"I looked, and behold, a door
standing open in heaven! And
the first voice, which I had
heard speaking to me like a
trumpet, said, “Come up here,
and I will show you what
must take place..."
Revelation 4:1

And Behold! A Throne in Heaven
At once I was in the Spirit, and there
before me was a throne in heaven
with someone sitting on it. And the
one who sat there had the appearance
of jasper and ruby. A rainbow that
shone like an emerald encircled the
throne. Surrounding the throne were
twenty-four other thrones, and seated
on them were twenty-four elders.
They were dressed in white and had
crowns of gold on their heads. From
the throne came flashes of lightning,
rumblings and peals of thunder.
(Revelation 4:2-6 NIV)

The Book of Life
"Then I saw in the right hand of
him who sat on the throne a scroll
with writing on both sides and
sealed with seven seals. And I
saw a mighty angel proclaiming
in a loud voice, “Who is worthy
to break the seals and open the
scroll?”
(Revelation 5:1-2)

Despair Because the Scroll was Sealed
But no one in heaven or on earth
or under the earth could open the
scroll or even look inside it. I wept
and wept because no one was
found who was worthy to open
the scroll or look inside."
(Revelation 5:3-4)

Jesus is Worthy to Open the Scroll!
Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep! See, the
Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has
triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven
seals.” Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain,
standing at the center of the throne, encircled by the four
living creatures and the elders. The Lamb had seven horns
and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent
out into all the earth.
(Revelation 5:5-6 NIV)

They Sang a New Song
And they sang a new song,
saying, “Worthy are you to take
the scroll and to open its seals, for
you were slain, and by your
blood you redeemed people for
God from every tribe and
language and people and nation,
and you have made them kings
and priests to our God, and they
shall reign on the earth.”
(Revelation 5:9-10)

The True Tabernacle is in Heaven
For Christ has entered, not into holy places made
with hands, which are copies of the true things, but
into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of
God on our behalf.
Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high
priest enters the holy places every year with blood
not his own, for then he would have had to suffer
repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But as
it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the
ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.
Hebrews 9:24-26

3. The Once-for-All Sacrifice
Hebrews 10:8-10
•

•

The Sacrifices were required
under the Law, but what God
truly desired was sincere
repentant hearts, not ritual.
❖

Psalm 51:16-17

❖

1 Samuel 15:22

❖

Proverb 21:3

Jesus sacrifice encompassed his
whole life and demonstrates how
we should desire to kill sin and
serve God's will.

Sharing in Christ's Sacrifice

For Christ’s love compels us, because we are
convinced that one died for all, and therefore
all died. And he died for all, that those who
live should no longer live for themselves but
for him who died for them and was raised
again.
2 Cor. 5:14-15 NIV

